
Oxford University Byzantine Society
The Oxford University Byzantine Society is a graduate student-run organisa-
tion which provides support and information for graduate students in Late 
Antique and Byzantine Studies at Oxford University. However, anyone with 
an interest in the Late Antique and Byzantine worlds, defined as broadly as 
possible, can join the Society and participate in its many events and activi-
ties. As you will soon find out, our members come from a  variety of sister 
disciplines and backgrounds and therefore the OUBS serves as a platform 
for interdisciplinary collaboration at Oxford and abroad. It also provides op-
portunities for graduate students to present their work to their peers from 
institutions across the globe and acts as a hub for the sharing of information 
about job opportunities, studentships, conferences and seminars. Members 
of the Society in Oxford can also expect to meet for drinks, dinners and trips, 
at least outside of global pandemics.

OUBS activities and responsibilities: 

• Mentoring scheme for new LABS graduates 

• Operation of two weekly mailing lists: the Byzness and the Byzantine Listings 

• An international graduate conference held annually in February 

• The Byzantinist

• Annual trips 

• Organisation of social events and activities

You have all been assigned an OUBS “mentor”. Despite the formality of the 
term, your mentor is a nothing more than a friendly face to go to with any 
questions and concerns about your studies, applications etc. They are fellow 
graduate students and OUBS members who have kindly agreed to serve 
as your initial contact within the society and they are not members of the 
Faculty or involved in your degree in any way. We have made every effort to 
pair you up with somebody with whom you seem to share academic inter-
ests and background. Your mentors should get in touch with you within the 
first couple of weeks of your study at Oxford: please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with us if they have not. 

Mentoring scheme for new 
LABS graduates 

We operate two weekly mailing lists, both  circulated on Sunday evening 
from the Society’s e-mail address, also published on the OUBS website and 
Twitter account. 

The mailing lists 

https://oxfordbyzantinesociety.wordpress.com

This is an international newsletter with events, calls for papers, as well as jobs and scholarship 
opportunities in Oxford and abroad. It is circulated throughout the year, except for some quiet 
weeks during vacation. Many of the events and opportunities advertised in the Byzness have 
deadlines several weeks, or even months, ahead and we do not circulate reminders. Therefore, if 
you read something interesting make sure to mark the date.

Unlike the Byzness, the Listings are a weekly newsletter with events that are scheduled to take 
place at Oxford in the coming week that may be of interest to you.  

> The Byzness

> The Byzantine Listings

@oxbyz

byzantine.society@gmail.com

Ioannou Centre for Classical and Byzantine 
Studies, 66 St Giles’, Oxford OX1 3LU



Every year we host an international conference for graduate students and 
young researchers, which is the annual highlight of the OUBS’s activities. 
This year, the conference will take place online during Week 6 of Hilary. Se-
lected papers are published with Brill, making it an exceptional opportunity 
for participants to circulate their ideas and get those valuable lines in the 
CV. This year’s conference will explore the concept of self-representation in 
Late Antiquity and Byzantium. The Call for Papers will be circulated at the 
end of Week 3 in Michaelmas term and the deadline for the submission of 
250-word abstracts, for 20-minute long papers, will be the end of Week 6. 

Although presenting a paper is by no means a requirement for your degree, 
LABS graduates are strongly encouraged to present. Those studying for a 
masters, particularly, could take advantage of the deadline to have their first 
essay sorted out early, gain valuable feedback from the academic commu-
nity in a relaxed and friendly context and practise their presentation skills. 

The OUBS annual conference is much more than a series of presentations.
It is the product of the Society’s collective work and you are strongly encour-
aged to sign up for the conference committee and earn valuable organisa-
tional experience. Depending on your availability, you will be asked to partic-
ipate in the selection of abstracts, chair sessions relevant to your academic 
interests and provide general support before and during the event. The con-
ference is our opportunity to showcase the quality of graduate research at 
Oxford and to meet our counterparts from across the globe. 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions or suggestions.

OUBS graduate conference 

“The timing of the conference means that 
you have a finished piece of work (your first 
essay) from which you can develop a paper, 
while the broad theme allows all students to 
participate regardless of specialism.”

- Louis Nicholson-Pallett, former MSt student

“The OUBS Graduate Conference is an amaz-
ing experience, which allows you to present 
and discuss your research with peers from 
around the world. Participating has allowed 
me to meet like-minded students and, out-
side the academic aspects, make friends 
with incredible people.”

- Carmelo Nicolò Benvenuto, Phd Candidate 
at Università degli Studi della Basilicata

6th Week 

Hilary

The Byzantinist  
The Byzantinist is the Society’s annual newsletter and is distributed at the 
OUBS conference as well as electronically on our website. It is made up of 
articles (of around 1500–2000 words, excluding footnotes), interviews, and 
book reviews related to the Late Antique and Byzantine worlds contributed 
by members of the OUBS. 

For the budding scholar of Late Antique and Byzantine studies, it is an ex-
citing opportunity to share your work with a larger audience and begin to 
make a name for yourself—a tremendous boon for those thinking of apply-
ing for doctoral study. We shall get in touch with all OUBS members in early 
Michaelmas term to encourage them to contribute.

The OUBS trip The OUBS normally organises a trip during the Spring vacation. This year, 
due to the unprecedented situation in which we find ourselves, it seemed 
sensible to opt for more local activities. The committee is planning several 
trips to explore Byzantine sources and material collections in Oxford and in 
the UK.  



OUBS graduate conference 

- Louis Nicholson-Pallett, former MSt student

As a rule of thumb, most of what is on your reading lists can be 
found in the following places:

The History Faculty Library can be found in the underground Upper 
Gladstone link, and you will no doubt become firm friends with its 
two shelves of Byzantine material.

The Old Bodleian (A.K.A. the Upper and Lower Reading Rooms) 
has a large selection of theology books, critical editions of Latin and 
Greek works, and Classics journals.

The Sackler (the Classics library) has the lion’s share of Late Antique 
resources and is generally your best bet for Archaeology, Art History, 
and Architecture.

The Taylor Institute Library (the Modern Languages library) also 
contains a wealth of Slavonic and Greek material (once again, un-
derground with no windows).

The Oriental Institute Library is your go-to place for anything con-
cerning the Islamic world, as well as eastern languages like Arme-
nian and Syriac.

The Weston Library is home to the University’s manuscript hold-
ings, rare books, and special collections. Here you can also access 
unpublished DPhil theses.

As Late Antique and Byzantine Studies bridges a 
number of disciplines, the resources that you need 
are scattered across a number of libraries.

Oxford has many of these: https://www.bodleian.
ox.ac.uk/using/training?a=107906

Your best bet for finding the library you need is the 
Bodleian Libraries’ online search tool SOLO, which 
is a database of the books held in university collec-
tions. http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk

Some college libraries are better stocked in Late 
Antique and Byzantine texts than others. You can al-
ways access college libraries other than your own if 
you give them advanced warning, but an illicit book 
trade does tend to develop between LABS students 
at different colleges.

Do sign up for an induction to the Bodleian. It will 
save you time in the long run!!!

The Rare Books, Maps and Manuscripts induction 
at the Weston Library is also well worth attending.

Bodleian LIbraries for LABS students 
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