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Welcome

The conference committee wishes you all a very warm welcome to the Oxford University 

Byzantine Society’s 21st International Graduate Conference.

Byzantines considered themselves the legitimate heirs of the ancient world, a title they 

passionately defended against emerging empires east and west that also claimed he-

reditary rights to the Graeco-Roman past. From the fostering of cultural, scientific, and 

literary revivals and the commissioning of projects that used a well-established artistic 

and architectural vocabulary to the collection, conservation and display of consecrated 

ancient artefacts, anachronism was a powerful political and cultural tool, frequently 

used to build analogies with either past prosperity or a divine eternity.

Including contributions on political, social, literary, architectural and artistic history, and 

covering geographical areas throughout the central and eastern Mediterranean and 

beyond, this conference aims to provide a kaleidoscopic view of how cultural heritage 

was constructed, perceived and maintained in Late Antiquity and Byzantium. 

We hope the next two days will raise as many questions as they will resolve. But most 

of all, we aim to provide a forum for interdisciplinary discourse on Late Antiquity and 

Byzantium.

We look forward to listening to and engaging with your research.

Best wishes from the committee,

Katerina Vavaliou, Callan Meynell, and Daniel Gallaher
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The Codex Peirescianus (Turonensis, 980) belongs to the historical collection of the Excerpta Con-
stantiniana (EC) drafted in Constantinople under Constantine VII’s reign and features the Excerp-
ta Περὶ ἀρετῆς καὶ κακίας. Towards the end of these excerpts one can see clear evidence of the 
scribes’ work methods, such as references to other titles of EC (ζήτει ἐν τῷ περὶ...), indications 
that some sheets or paragraphs were missing (ζήτει˙ ὀλίγον διέλειπε) and others. Through a 
reflection on the significance of the paratextual notes as a whole and an overview of a number 
of significant illustrations, this paper will try to investigate what the excerptors’ purpose was in 
each case, if the information conveyed was aimed at readers or was just a system of internal 
recommendations for insider workers, what kind of relevance must be ascribed to the position 
of these marginalia in the script – often varying but always written in majuscule and separated 
from the body text. I will also focus on two apparent exceptions to the scribes’ main use (ff. 101v 
and 155v) in order to dig a little deeper some editorial practices and show how the historical 
text, now deprived of its original context, has become a flexible instrument subjected to unpre-
dictable processes of interpretation and adaptation: the result, in other words, of a new way of 
understanding and transmitting the past.

Francesco Maria Ferrara is a second-year PhD student in Classical Philology at the University of 
Milan. He completed his BA in “Philology, literature and history of Antiquity” at the same Institu-
tion. His research project focuses on an edition of the extracts from the Books 30-33 of Polybius 
handed down in the Codex Peirescianus, assembled in Constantinople towards the end of X c. 
Among his interests is the study of the interactions between Suda Lexicon, the Excerpta Constan-
tiniana and the direct tradition of historical works, in order to gain a deeper insight into the un-
derstanding and transmission of classical wisdom in Byzantium under the reign of Constantine VII.

The late fifth- or early sixth-century Ecclesiastical History about the Council of Nicaea long at-
tributed to the illusory Gelasius of Cyzicus is now agreed to be, in the phrase of the text’s most 
recent editor, an “Anonymous Church History” (Hansen, 2002). I argue that the anonymity of this 
church history, rather than being the result of an acephalous manuscript tradition, is actually a 
deliberate textual strategy. The Proemium of the history gives only the barest of personal details, 
just enough to betray the author’s pro-Chalcedonian allegiances. Nowhere else in the text does 
the author allude to himself or his situation. Limiting his use of first-person to comments on 
the documents he inserts in his text, the author’s minimal interventions create the impression 
that the text is not a construct, but a collection of authoritative documents allowed to speak 
for themselves. Behind this conceit, however, lies a carefully curated arrangement of previous 
textual fragments, most of which underwent revision at the author’s hand. These small revisions 
— additions, deletions, and subtle modifications — pass by almost imperceptibly due to the au-
thor’s perceived non-interventionism. The anonymous author’s strategy also allows him to insert 
documents of dubious authority (a speech of Constantine and a long debate with a philosopher, 

Compiling and Editing the Past1a Friday, 10am

Lecture TheatreChair: Yan Zaripov (St. Hilda’s College)

The Uses of Ζήτει in the Codex Peirescianus (T 980): Cross References and Editorial Comments
Francesco Maria Ferrara (University of Milan)

Anonymity, Authority, and Orthodoxy in the Ecclesiastical History of Anonymous Cyzicenus
Sean Tandy (Indiana University, Bloomington)

for instance), giving them the same status as genuine documents, such as the canons of the 
council. The narrative that emerges from the anonymous author’s interventions demonstrates 
the infallibly proto-Chalcedonian nature of Nicaea and the proper, non-interventionary ecclesi-
astical policy of the model emperor, Constantine.

Sean Tandy is a PhD candidate in Classical Studies at Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana, 
USA. Sean is a scholar of late antiquity whose work focuses on intellectual history, particularly the 
role of literature in the creation of political narratives. Currently, Sean is completing his disserta-
tion project, “Carmina Qui Quondam: Poetry, Identity, and Ideology in Ostrogothic Italy” at the 
American Academy in Rome. With his collaborators Drs. Jeremy Schott and Martin Shedd, Sean 
is also completing The Ecclesiastical History of Anonymous Cyzicenus: Introduction, Translation 
and Notes which will be published by Liverpool University Press in their “Translated Texts for 
Historians” series.

During the Byzantine millennium, Aristotelian logic played an essential role in the philosophical 
education and in scientific inquiry. The study of logical contents was mainly based on the exege-
sis of Aristotle’s six logical treatises known as the Organon, which was regularly commented on 
starting from Late Antiquity: these bodies of commentary provided basic complementary tools 
for teaching and learning activities. Due to Organon’s prominent position in the Byzantine educa-
tional practice, a large number of manuscripts have survived. Almost all these manuscripts bear 
evidence of scholia and interlinear glosses, which are proof of their effectiveness and circulation 
in various cultural centres. Among the texts of the Organon, the Posterior Analytics constitute a 
promising field of investigation due to the large number of extant manuscripts starting from the 
ninth century. This paper will focus on various codicological and palaeographical elements of the 
manuscripts transmitting the Posterior Analytics. Starting with some of the most ancient codices 
and presenting a few case studies, it will be shown notable examples of manuscripts, which bear 
evidence of marginal annotations, scholia and diagrams. The aim is to shed new light on these 
complex layers of commentary and glosses, in order to understand what function these manu-
scripts had within the cultural and intellectual environments that produced and studied or used 
the respective manuscripts.

Gaia Castaldi is a Ph.D. student at the Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures (SFB 950) in
Hamburg (Germany). She obtained in 2014 her master degree in Classical Philology at the Uni-
versity of Naples (Italy). As master-apprenticeship she has worked at the University Lyon 3 on the 
project HyperDonat, regarding Latin manuscripts of the Donati commentarii ad Andria Terentii 
and their digitalisation (2013-2014). From 2015 to 2017 she has been involved in the project C06 
“Ancient Greek Manuscripts on Aristotle’s Works Used in Teaching and Their Interpretation”, run 
by Prof. Dr. C. Brockmann and Dr. S. Valente (Universität Hamburg, CSMC). Since October 2017 
she is part of the Graduate School of the CSMC with a Ph.D. project, focusing on selected man-
uscripts from the Aristotelian Posterior Analytics, in order to examine their textual transmission.

The Manuscripts of the Aristotelian Posterior Analytics
Gaia Castaldi (University of Hamburg)
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Synthesising History1b Friday, 10am

Rees Davies RoomChair: Mathilde Sauquet (St. Stephen’s House)

The proemial part of Byzantina Historia by Nicephorus Gregoras (1295 - 1360) contains some 
interesting pages of theory of historiography, in which, in accordance with a Christian vision that 
had already been typical of Stoicism, the entire κόσμος is presented as a single, large city. This 
assumption sets the conditions to support the need for a universal history, as opposed to partial 
or local ones, and historians are described as witnesses of divine truth, that God uses as a mere 
instrument. The need for a universal history is therefore explained by an astronomical meta-
phor: in the same way that astral phenomena are silent heralds of divine magnificence (σιγῶντες 
κῆρυκες τῆς θείας μεγαλουργίας), so historiography becomes in turn a living and speaking herald 
of its truth, which is deployed within a single universal tablet (καθάπερ ἐν πίνακι παγκοσμίῳ). 
Nicephorus’s Historia is not nevertheless a universal one, covering only the vicissitudes of the 
Empire in the years from 1204 to 1359 and its universalist proemium could be probably read 
in opposition to Cantacuzenus’s Memories. The aim of this paper is to prove that theoretical 
assumptions and literary forms that Nicephorus uses within his proemium derive from and rea-
dapt various loci of Diodorus Siculus’s Bibliotheca Historica: e.g. the astronomical metaphor used 
by Gregoras – despite being an astronomer himself – is already clearly recognizable within Di-
odorus. Nicephorus certainly knew, in fact, Diodorus’s masterpiece and owned at least two man-
uscripts containing his first book (Vat. gr. 130, X century and Vat. gr. 996, probably XII century).

Carmelo Nicolò Benvenuto is PhD Candidate at Università degli Studi della Basilicata (Potenza, 
Italy), within the PhD Course of History, Cultures and Knowledge of Mediterranean Europe from 
Antiquity to Contemporary Age (Department of Human Sciences). His academic interests deal 
with Byzantine civilization, history and philology, ranging from iconographic and historical themes 
to more specifically philological matters, linked to the study of middle and late Byzantine poetry 
and historiography and to the history of Byzantine studies in XIX and XX centuries.

George the Monk occupies a central place, both in Byzantine period (it is generally assumed that 
he wrote his chronicle in 846-847) and in the network of historical, mythological and theologi-
cal texts transmissions. This is highlighted by the numerous manuscripts still known nowadays, 
but also by George the Monk’s obvious influence on Byzantine and Slav writers. As it said in the 
title of his Chronicle, his work consists in “assembling and synthesising diverse chroniclers and 
exegetes”. However, contrary to what a modern historian would do, the chronicler does not al-
ways mention his sources, and actually these mentions are quite scarce. Moreover, they are not 
always relevant because, as chroniclers are used to, George the Monk sometimes copy the name 
present in his source, without direct contact with the work of the author mentioned. This paper 
will thus give an insight in the work of identification of George the Monk’s sources and in the 
problems it raises, especially in the chapters 1 to 18 of the first book of the Chronicle.

Ἐν Πίνακι Παγκοσμίῳ: A Readaptation of Diodorus within Gregoras’ Byzantina Historia 
Carmelo Nicolò Benvenuto (Università degli Studi della Basilicata, Potenza)

In Search of George the Monk’s Sources, or the Reconstitution of a Complex Heritage
Thomas Picciola (Université d’Aix-Marseille)

Thomas Picciola has been a specialist in ancient languages and antiquity since 2010. He obtained 
a Bachelor in classics and joined Aix-Marseille Université (AMU) in 2015. He worked first on the 
Short History of Nikephoros I of Constantinople (758-828) under the direction of Christian Boud-
ignon and obtained also a Bachelor in History. In 2018, he successfully passed the Agrégation, 
obtained a doctoral scholarship from the doctoral school 355 “Spaces, Cultures, Societies” and 
integrated the Centre Paul-Albert Février – Textes et Documents de la Méditerranée Antique et 
Médiévale (CPAF-TDMAM). Besides his PhD work on George the Monk’s Chronicle under the direc-
tion of Emmanuèle Caire, he is an active member of the international Association des Étudiants 
du Monde Byzantin, participates in the university seminar directed by Christian Boudignon on the 
Historia Mystica attributed to Germanus I of Constantinople (8th century), and teaches students 
Ancient Greek and Latin in Aix-Marseille Université.

The challenges presented by seventh- and eighth-century Byzantine historiography are well 
known. Put simply, no substantial works of Greek historiography survive from the long period 
spanning from circa 641 to circa 780; historians of the political history of this period are often 
reliant, sometimes uncritically, on later sources. Nevertheless, it is also well-established that his-
tories were produced throughout this literary “Dark Age”, and that these were later incorporated 
into surviving histories, including the Historia Syntomos of Nikephoros and the Chronographia of 
Theophanes.
According to recent scholarship, one such lost source (or collection of sources) provided a col-
ourful account on Byzantine politics between circa 668/9 and 719. Reproduced, in part, by both 
Nikephoros and Theophanes, it included accounts of two sieges of Constantinople, the founda-
tion of Bulgaria, and Justinian II’s (r. 685-695, 705-711) adventures in exile across the Black Sea. 
It is usually thought to have been the work of a highly-placed member of the eighth-century 
Constantinopolitan political elite.
Recent studies have drawn attention to the problems with this narrative as a source for sev-
enth- and eighth-century political history, particularly in its earlier sections. However, its value 
as a source for Byzantine intellectual and cultural history in a poorly understood period has not 
been fully appreciated. While avoiding assumptions about the precise identity of the author, this 
paper will consider what a critical reading of the relevant passages can reveal about the world of 
an eighth-century commentator and his engagement with the recent past as a tool for political 
discourse.

Stephanie Forrest is a first-year PhD candidate at the University of Cambridge. She completed a 
Bachelor of Arts with Honours in Classics at the University of Melbourne in 2013 and an MPhil in 
Late Antique and Byzantine Studies at the University of Oxford in 2018. A version of her fourth-
year thesis, which this presentation builds upon, was published in Travaux et Mémoires in 2015. 
Her current research explores the relationship between Byzantium, the Umayyad Caliphate, and 
non-Muslim populations located in the eastern frontier zones between circa 660 and 720.

The “Most Learned” and “Most Competent Men”: An Early Eighth Century Byzantine Histo-
rian and his Use of the Past
Stephanie Forrest (University of Cambridge)
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Politicising the Past2a Friday, 12pm

Lecture TheatreChair: Joshua Hitt (St. Hilda’s College)

Reinvention of the Past: the Deposition of Patriarch Eutychius of Constantinople as depicted 
in his Life
Silvio Roggo (University of Cambridge)

On 22 January 565, patriarch Eutychius of Constantinople was arrested and, a few days later, 
deposed and replaced by John Scholasticus. It was only after the death of his successor in 577 
that he was called back from exile and reinstated as patriarch for the final years of his life. Unsur-
prisingly, Eutychius had never accepted his deposition and sought to prove that the patriarchate 
of his replacement John had been uncanonical. Hence, he remained a controversial figure; both 
the Church History of John of Ephesus and his own Life, written by his presbyter Eustratius, attest 
that he was repeatedly in the centre of intense theological disputes. The core aim of Eustratius’ 
Life of Eutychius for protecting his memory was, consequently, to present him as an uncontested 
leader of the whole church, what he had never been. My paper aims at dealing with this fictitious 
reconstruction of the past by focussing especially on the circumstances of his deposition in 565 
and the way this is represented in the Life. There, Eustratius conveys an image of Eutychius as 
the innocent victim of a carefully staged plot and reinvents history by putting all the blame for his 
removal away from Justinian to the influence of a circle of mysterious evil men around the em-
peror. A careful analysis and comparison with other sources allow us, however, to get a glimpse at 
the actual events at the imperial court around the aged Justinian and at the machinations, which 
ultimately led to Eutychius’ downfall.

Silvio Roggo graduated in 2014 in History and Latin from the University of Freiburg/Switzerland. 
Having spent two months at the Academia Vivarium Novum in Rome, he obtained, in 2016, his 
degree of Master of Arts in Ancient History from the University of Heidelberg. Thereafter, he stud-
ied in Oxford for a MSt in Late Antique and Byzantine Studies and at the Qasid Institute in Amman, 
Jordan. He is currently in the first year of his PhD at the University of Cambridge, focusing on the 
patriarchate of Constantinople between Justinian and Heraclius.

Sometime in the early-sixth century, a star teacher of Latin grammar at Constantinople, Priscian 
of Caesarea, composed a panegyric to the emperor Anastasius (De laude Anastasii imperatoris). 
Written in Latin hexameter verse, the panegyric extols the magnificence of Anastasius and his 
empire. 
Scholars have generally thought that Priscian’s panegyric was fashioned in response to the polit-
ical and religious crises that arose in the eastern Roman empire during Anastasius’s reign. These 
crises had greatly rocked Anastasius’s authority and so the Anastasian regime had substantial 
impetus to generate goodwill for the emperor: panegyric served this purpose excellently. 
Yet I think that we ought to gaze beyond the borders of east Rome, namely towards Theoderic’s 
Ostrogothic kingdom, to grasp why Priscian authored his panegyric. In this paper, I shall argue 
that Priscian’s panegyric was a response to Theoderic’s snowballing power in the early-sixth-cen-
tury west, which the Anastasian regime sought to contain and counterbalance. Theoderic’s ev-
er-growing power was followed by assertions of the king’s Romanness from his subjects: he was 

Priscian of Caesarea and the “Two” Emperors
Philip Atkins (Trinity College, Oxford)

a Roman princeps of old; his realm was a thoroughly Roman res publica. These adaptations of 
the Roman past, undoubtedly repugnant to the Anastasian regime, Priscian strove to undermine. 
But the panegyric is also a work, I shall argue, markedly steered by Priscian’s personal agenda 
of championing classical literary culture. It expresses Priscian’s feeling, also scattered among his 
literary elite contacts between Constantinople and Italy, that only the eastern empire could truly 
guard this culture. It was a contest of heritage—political and personal. 

Philip Atkins is studying for a DPhil in History at Trinity College, Oxford, concentrating on the Ro-
man empire in the east in the late-fourth century AD under Theodosius I. Before coming to Oxford, 
where he also undertook his master’s studies, he completed a BA in History at Newcastle Univer-
sity. He has a weakness for anything political in the late antique world and— so it appears—for 
historical figures whose names begin with ‘Theo’.

Relics in the historical works of Theophylact and Evagrius have already been studied; what has 
not been done yet, however, is a comparative assessment of the role they play in both. A careful 
examination of all mentions of relics by these two writers leads to the following conclusion: the 
relics of Constantinople are prominent though not performing miracles in Theophylact and are 
completely absent from Evagrius’ text where Antiochene relics are one of the main objects of 
the writer’s attention. This difference, intentionally stressed by both authors in the context of 
their historical writings and indispensable for understanding their narratives, is a reflection of a 
literary contest centred around the relative importance ascribed by them to the several megap-
oleis of the 6th-century Later Roman Empire. It is, therefore, possible to claim that, as a literary 
presentation at least, Early Byzantium in the late 6th century resembles a mosaic with only one 
permanently fixed piece – the emperor and the court, with all other individual and collective 
participants being accorded different degrees of significance by each of the two authors on the 
basis of their own aims and preferences. This fact can be used to analyse Early Byzantine histo-
riography from that specific angle, bearing in mind the importance of this body of texts as one 
of the main building blocks in all scholarly descriptions and reconstructions of the history of the 
Later Roman Empire.

Boris Shopov is a Byzantinist who submitted and defended his PhD dissertation at the University 
of Sofia in 2013. He is currently unaffiliated to a university or research institution. His interests 
are focused mainly on the study of Byzantine historiography and hagiography as textual corpora 
reflecting the political imagination and the self-description of 6th-century Late Roman society, 
with a special emphasis on the city as an object of literary depiction and on its connection to the 
literary representation of empire and of the church.

Contested Relics and the Imperial City in Theophylact Simocatta and Evagrius Scholasticus
Boris Shopov (Independent researcher)
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The Textual and the Physical2b Friday, 12pm

Rees Davies RoomChair: Blake Lorenz (Regent’s Park College)

A lot of historians often say that Byzantine medicine has been very conservative referring to 
Galen’s system of knowledge but that is not exactly true. Byzantine physicians were not so in-
fluenced by their predecessors and were quite independent. They reinterpreted old methods of 
treatment and added or created the new ones. One of remarkable physicians was John Actuar-
ius, a Byzantine healer of the 14th century. In his treatise De spiritu animalis he tried to explain 
the reasons of mental disorders and offer an applicable dietary treatment. The form and content 
of his treatise allows us to draw a conclusion about the special way of authoring. First of all, 
the language had the great meaning in this process and had its own particularities – tendency 
to ancient ideals of the writing and at the same time – an attempt to transmit the realities of 
that time.  It presents quite interesting mix of information for analysing, when he mentioned a 
popular medicine with known ingredients but presented it as a new one. Secondly, the medical 
treatise could be very literary. Without dispute, it’s a characteristic feature of rhetoric, most 
vivid fact of medieval literature, but a medical treatise has its audience and it demands special 
sort of comparisons and definitions. Which figures of speech were taken from his predecessors? 
What was created by himself? What we can say about Byzantine medical discourse through the 
analysis of this treatise? We will try to answer these and many others questions in our research.

Ekaterina Rybakova is a freshman PhD student in Byzantine Studies at Moscow State University, 
Department of Medieval Studies. Her field of research is Byzantine science of the twelfth to fif-
teenth centuries, especially the concept of pneuma – physical, philosophical and mystical term: 
how it was used, determined in different treatises and various areas of knowledge, correlated 
with each other and with the ancient and medieval traditions. This survey requires multidisci-
plinary approach – the knowledge of ancient and medieval medicine, dietetics,  philosophy, lan-
guage, is what allows us to open up new details of the Byzantine worldview.

While frequently discussing the politicisation of the human form, the metaphor of the state as 
body/body as state in Byzantium has been neglected both by scholars of late antiquity and of 
political thought alike.  Yet such a metaphor is a prime example of Byzantium’s dialogue with its 
pagan and Christian heritage.  Adapted from the Greek tradition by Cicero, it was a mainstay of 
Roman Imperial political discourse, but was also adopted by St Paul.  
This paper proposes, therefore, to fill out a new chapter in the history of Byzantine cultural mem-
ory and reception by examining the variety of somatic metaphors present in the Cappadocian 
Fathers’ oeuvre.  For Basil of Caesarea, the metaphor of the body could establish an exclusive, 
Christian polis which made membership in the community coterminous with membership of 
Christ’s body, enjoining harmony and good order.  Such rhetoric drew on the Pauline examples in 
1 Corinthians, but repurposed it (ironically) in the service of the very tradition from which Paul 
himself had taken it: that of the polis.  Gregory Nazianzus, meanwhile, also used the metaphor 

The Adaptation of Classical Heritage in a Medical Treatise: Literary Device in John Actuarios’ 
Essay
Ekaterina Rybakova (Lomonosov Moscow State University)

The Contested Heritage of Bodily Metaphors in Fourth Century Byzantium
Thomas Langley (University of Cambridge)

to firmly establish ideas of order, as well as of episcopal leadership, though less concerned to 
establish an exclusively Christian civic community through this lens.  Gregory of Nyssa, mean-
while, used the language in a unique and unorthodox way: foregoing the somatic, he preferred 
to employ a psychic metaphor, which while taking its cue from Plato refrained from attempting 
to establish political domination.  

Thomas Langley is a second year PhD student in the Faculty of Classics at the University of Cam-
bridge, with Professor Christopher Kelly.  He read the BA in History at Peterhouse, Cambridge, 
between 2013-2016, focusing mainly on early modern and late antique history.  He then studied 
for the MPhil in  Medieval History, examining the intersection of wealth, religion and  power in the 
Libri Pontificales of 7-9th century Rome and Ravenna.  His doctoral research investigates how ide-
as of the city and of citizenship  affected the political thought and religious culture of the 4th cen-
tury  Greek East.  More broadly, he is interested in Christianity, politics and  political institutions, 
political philosophy, and culture and society more generally in the “Long Middle Ages”, both in 
Europe and further afield. Amongst other activities, he recently co-convened the Cambridge  Late 
Antique Network Seminar (CLANS), the Cambridge “Cities and Citizenship after Rome” workshop, 
and the Classics Faculty’s Graduate Interdisciplinary Seminar.

The late antique medical compilers Oribasius of Pergamon, Aetius of Amida and Paul of Aegina 
were the recipients of a great heritage of medical (and philosophical) writings and ideas on which 
they could build: all these three authors wrote huge compilations for which they chose a vast 
number of existing texts which they changed, abbreviated, rearranged and to which they some-
times even added new ideas. This paper aims to analyse the ways in which the compilers used 
their literary and theoretical heritage in their own works. It does so by addressing the example of 
the chapter “on people who are in love” (περὶ τῶν ἐρώντων) which we find in Oribasius’ Synopsis 
and in Paul’s compilation but which we do not find in Aetius. It thereby asks, on the one hand, 
if Oribasius and Paul understood love as an illness of the brain (as is suggested by the place the 
chapter takes in their works) and whether such an understanding of love matches the texts they 
used for this chapter and, if not so, how they adapted their sources in order to fit them in the 
framework of the chapter. On the other hand, this paper investigates why such a chapter does 
not occur in Aetius and what Aetius’ silence on this point might tell us about the different usages 
of the compilers’ heritage.

Ricarda Gäbel (born in 1989) studied Classics at the Humboldt Universität zu Berlin where she 
was awarded a prize for the best Bachelor Thesis at the Institut für Klassische Philologie in the 
academic year 2010/2011. She wrote her doctoral dissertation about diseases of the brain and 
mental illness in the medical compilation of Aetius of Amida (defended in November 2018) and 
was thereby funded by the Graduate Program in Ancient Philosophy and the Berlin Graduate 
School of Ancient Studies. As of October 2017 she is working as Wissenschaftliche Mitarbeiterin 
(research associate) at the Institut für Klassische Philologie at the Humboldt Universität Berlin 
and within the Collaborative Research Center “Episteme in Motion”.

Love as an Illness of the Brain? Oribasius, Aetius and Paul and How They Made Use of their 
Literary Heritage 
Ricarda Gäbel (Humboldt University, Berlin)
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Ancient Motifs in a Christian World3a Friday, 2:30pm

Lecture TheatreChair: Chloé Agar (St. Cross College)

Similarities between the cult of Christ and the cult of Dionysus during the late antique period 
have been frequently noted by scholars. Iconographic similarities in a variety of media, including 
mosaics and textiles, show that the two cults borrowed and shared iconography, leading to a 
“cultural coexistence” whereby the two divinities consistently shared motifs. Discussion on this 
coexistence has a tendency to focus on the idea of the Dionysiac cult maintaining its popularity 
and legitimacy by presenting itself as a direct challenge to the primacy of Christianity. From this, a 
teleological “us vs them” narrative has developed, which tends to read polytheism and paganism 
as declining in the face of an inevitable Christian victory. This has continued the idea of the cult 
of Christ and the cults of pagan gods as locked in a conflict, with each borrowing iconography in 
order to undermine the other.
This talk will use two understudied textile fragments from Egypt to explore cultural and artistic 
crossovers between the cults of Christ and Dionysus in the late antique Mediterranean. These 
textiles provide a rare insight into Christian and Dionysiac believes and cultic behaviour. By look-
ing at how the two cults are manifested in late antique art we can evaluate how they used paral-
lel artistic and literary traditions, which each adapt and reuse. 

Elodie Powell is in the second year of her MPhil in Classical Archaeology, focusing on late an-
tique material culture and mosaics. Her MPhil thesis addresses issues of gender and identity in 
late antique funerary mosaics. She completed her undergraduate at St Hugh’s College in Literae 
Humaniores in 2017. In her free time Elodie runs a Facebook page featuring her favourite late 
antique mosaics.

Most of the written cultural heritage of the Graeco-Roman world has reached us thanks to the 
diligent copying activity of Byzantine scribes. However—in a number of cases—classical texts are 
extant thanks to the opposite reason, namely the attempt of Byzantine copyists of getting rid of 
them. This happens in palimpsests, i.e. codices written on recycled parchment: although for recy-
cling purposes religious texts were used above all, in a lower percentage (around 8%) fragments 
of classical works lie erased underneath more recent characters.
In this paper I will present—as case study—the group of eleven classical, i.e. non-Christian texts 
(some previously unknown) that have been identified among the 74 palimpsests preserved at 
the Monastery of Saint Catherine in the Sinai, which the recently completed Sinai Palimpsests 
Project of the Early Manuscripts Electronic Library (EMEL) submitted to multispectral imaging in 
order to improve their readability (now available at http://sinaipalimpsests.org). They are written 
in Greek, Latin and Syriac. 
Among the questions I wish to address are: When were classical texts in the lower layers of St. 
Catherine’s palimpsests neglected and erased? What kinds of texts and languages substituted 
the classical works? Where and why did this happen? 

Christ and Dionysus: Adaption and Reuse in Early Christian Iconography
Elodie Powell (St. Hugh’s College, Oxford)

Neglected Heritage? Classical Texts in the Palimpsests of the Monastery of St. Catherine 
(Sinai)
Giulia Rossetto (Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna)

In order to introduce and contextualise the topic, I will first offer a general overview on the rich 
palimpsests’ collection of the Monastery of St. Catherine, and will then extensively focus on 
answering the questions listed above. This case study will show how the intentional abandon of 
these classical texts has actually been fortuitous as an only way of preserving them.

Giulia Rossetto holds a B.A. (2012) and M.A. (2014) in Classics at the University of Padua. She 
is currently completing her PhD at the Institute of Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies of the 
University of Vienna on three palimpsests preserved at the Monastery of Saint Catherine (Sinai), 
under the supervision of Prof. Claudia Rapp (title: “The Sinai Euchologia Written on Reused Parch-
ment: Communities of Production and Use”). From October 2015 to September 2018 her research 
has been financed thanks to a uni:docs fellowship of the University of Vienna; from October 2018 
she is a team member of the Viennese Wittgenstein-Prize Project “Mobility, Microstructures and 
Personal Agency in Byzantium” led by Prof. Claudia Rapp. She cooperates with the Sinai Palimp-
sests Project of EMEL, the FWF project Daily Life and Religion: Byzantine Prayer Books as Sources 
for Social History and with the Centre of Image and Material Analysis in Cultural Heritage (CIMA). 
Her research interests focus on Greek manuscripts (palaeography, codicology and textual trans-
mission) as well as on the application of New Technologies to the Humanities; on the mobility of 
books and the people who carry them, with a special interest in the movement of Greek manu-
scripts from Italy to Egypt, Sinai, Palestine and Syria.

My paper explores the visual parallels to the so-called Palaea Historica, a 9th century retelling 
of Old Testament stories, to which Byzantines commonly referred to as “stories about the old 
times” (hence the designation τα παλαιά). Since much of the material from this text stems from 
Jewish and Early Christian apocryphal works, the modern scholarship has produced more ques-
tions than answers concerning its authorship, audience and purpose. A critical edition has been 
announced only recently (undertaken by Prof. William Adler for the Corpus Christianorum) and 
much work is expected in order to trace the significance of this widely circulated text (there are 
approximately 80 extant manuscripts in Greek, Church Slavonic and Romanian). In fact, images 
containing motifs unique to the Palaea Historica have been identified in both manuscript illumi-
nations and monumental painting, evidencing the fact that the text was not considered heretical 
or forbidden. Nonetheless, the impact of parabiblical texts on the Byzantine iconographic schools 
has so far been acknowledged only marginally and without a systematic approach. It is hence 
the purpose of this paper to present the first results of my research concerning the way that the 
process of incorporating apocryphal material into retellings of canonical stories was aided, if not 
legitimized, by a visual reframing. The case in point will serve the iconography of some Genesis 
scenes found in the Balkan territory for which the Palaea Historica served as an authoritative 
source for the visual adaptation following the extra-biblical accounts.

Daria Coscodan is a PhD student in Byzantine Studies at Freie Universität in Berlin where she 
works under the supervision of Professor Johannes Niehoff-Panagiotidis. Her project brings to-
gether the disciplines of Theology and Art History and examines the iconography of apocrypha 
and pseudepigrapha in the Balkan art of the late Byzantine period. She has a M.A. in Religious 
Studies from Humboldt University of Berlin and a B.A. in Art History. Before starting her PhD 
project, she spent one year as a Visiting Research Fellow at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Depicting the Rewritten Old Testament: the Case of the “Palaea Historica” 
Daria Coscodan (Freie Universität Berlin)
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Transcending Language3b Friday, 2:30pm

Rees Davies RoomChair: Lorenzo Saccon (St. Hilda’s College)

On the occasion of the meetings “Contested Heritage: adaptation, restoration and innovation 
in the Late Antique and Byzantine world”, we would like to express our interest in taking part 
with a presentation of our PhD research, focused on the first complete edition, translation and 
commentary of De Ulixis Erroribus, an almost unknown Byzantine treatise of the early fourteenth 
century. 
De Ulixis Erroribus is divided into eleven chapters, each containing a paraphrase and an allegory 
of every detail and character of Odysseus’s wanderings. Purely for academic purposes, this trea-
tise teaches us how to live according to Odysseus’ impassive temperament. Thus, the Byzantine 
reader of the Odyssey should forget any superficial interpretation of the poet’s words, but must 
navigate the sea of deep senses of his intention. Our first aim consists in tracing a thematic 
thread since the moral allegory begun by the Cynic and Stoic philosophers inherited by Byzantine 
literature until the appearance of our work. Also Neoplatonic metaphysics.
Furthermore, we have found the author and his original manuscripts, although the text had 
been passed on anonymously and ἀδέσποτον. Manuel Gabalas’s life was truly an odyssey and 
the troubles in which he was involved all through his life originated his writing of De Ulixis Errori-
bus. Thus, allegory means a symbolic appropriation or updating of ancient knowledge through a 
harmonious metaphoric system. In fact, we observe in Gabalas’ letters a stylistic imitation of the 
Odyssey’s topoi. For these reasons, we believe that our research fits perfectly with the purpose 
of this congress.

Juan Bautista Juan-López is a Spanish classical philologist. Currently, Juan Bautista is preparing 
a series of articles on several aspects of his PhD research, such as the authorship of De Ulixis 
Erroribus and an interesting letter written by Manuel Gabalas, which shows the situation on Tur-
key’s west coast at the beginning of the fourteenth century. Finally, he has written an essay on 
the authorship of a forgotten verse and the identity Philoxenus of Cythera, a dithyrambic poet 
(435 – 380 BC).

The legacy of the invention of Slavonic permeates across Slavonic speaking nation states. The 
supposed tomb of its key inventor, Constantine-Cyril,  found today in the ruins of the Basilica 
St Clemente, Rome, is decorated with monuments of thanks by every Slavonic-speaking nation, 
and many nations make more or less explicit claims to both Constantine-Cyril, and his brother 
Methodios as their own. The constitution of Slovakia, written in 1993, notes that the state “ac-
knowledges the legacy of Cyril and Methodios”, and identifies them both as ancestors of the 
modern Slovakian people. At the heart of the legacy of Slavonic lay two things - firstly the pair of 
brothers, as a unit, harmoniously committed to one purpose. The second, is their connection to 
and care for the Slavic peoples, dubbed as they both are “the Apostles to the Slavs”.

Allegorical Readings on Odysseus’ Wanderings: The Case of Manuel Gabalas
Juan Bautista Juan-López (University of Grenada)

Inventing Slavonic: Contesting the Legacy of Constantine-Cyril the Philosopher
Mirela Ivanova (Balliol College, Oxford)

This paper will seek to examine closely the formation of this legacy, by turning to the two earliest 
sources for the invention of Slavonic - the Life of Constantine-Cyril, and the Life of Methodios. It 
will focus, contrary to current scholarly practice, on the ways in which these texts differ, ideo-
logically on questions of authority, agency and purpose in the process of inventing Slavonic. And 
it will reveal how the act of contesting the invention of Slavonic, is not simply the product of 
nineteenth-century nation-state building, but started immediately after the alphabet’s creation, 
and persisted in the ninth- and tenth- centuries. I seek to argue, that the two crucial elements 
of the legacy of the alphabet, namely the brotherly unity and the deep connection with the 
Slavs are absent in the Life of Constantine. But that they were already constructed in the late 
ninth-century.  I argue they were produced by the authorial community of the Life of Methodios, 
and demonstrate a number of specific intellectual and inter-textual contexts which contributed 
to this construction. 

Mirela Ivanova is an AHRC-Lady Dervorguilla doctoral student in History at Balliol College, Oxford, 
working with Jonathan Shepard and Catherine Holmes. Her thesis explores ideas about writing 
and textual culture in texts concerned with the invention of the Slavonic alphabet. 

Few genres enjoyed such a long life in the history of Greek scholarship as Lexicography: Learned 
circles and individuals collected, copied and produced lexica from the Hellenistic age well into 
the Renaissance and it is to this incessant activity that we owe the transmission of a large amount 
of classical fragments and erudite material pertaining to ancient scholars. 
A key role within this production is played by the Etymological Lexicon of Orion, a grammarian 
who worked in the 5th century AD in Alexandria and Constantinople. Among its sources are im-
portant works of the Antiquity which are compiled mechanically, thus inaugurating a method of 
working which characterised the later Byzantine production and Orion’s lexicon itself is source 
of numerous Byzantine compilations. Orion’s Etymologicum is then not only the bridge through 
which precious material of the Antiquity was transmitted to the Byzantine Age, but it also served 
as a model for later Byzantine scholars. 
In my paper, based on the studies I am conducting for my PhD project, I would then like to 
present Orion and his work, to focus on his method of selecting and compiling his sources and 
compare it to that of his predecessors and his successors, to show to what extent Orion’s Etymo-
logicum is a link between Antiquity and Byzantine age and thus a key witness of a fundamental 
moment of transition in the history of Greek scholarship. 

Alessandro Musino graduated (M.A.) in 2017 at the University of Bologna in “Greek Literature 
and Philology” with a thesis on the so called “Fifth Bekker’s Lexicon” (supervisors: Prof. Renzo 
Tosi, University of Bologna, and Dr. Stefano Valente, University of Hamburg). He then attended 
the course of “Greek Palaeography” at the “Scuola Vaticana di Paleografia, Diplomatica e Archi-
vistica” (2017-2018) and currently is PhD candidate at the “Centre for the Study of Manuscript 
Cultures” of the University of Hamburg, where he is working on the transmission of the Etymo-
logicum of Orion (Supervisors: Prof. Christian Brockmann and Prof. Klaus Lennartz). His field of 
studies is Greek lexicography and he published a paper on the subject, based on his M.A. thesis, 
in the journal “Eikasmós” (Osservazioni sul V lessico del Bekker, 2018).

The Lexicographer at Work. The Transmission of Ancient Scholarship to the Byzantine Age: 
Orion’s Etymologicum 
Alessandro Musino (University of Hamburg)



2120

Of what is past, or passing, or to come…4a Friday, 4:30pm

Lecture TheatreChair: Cory Johnson (University College)

In late antiquity, one of the most extreme engagements with classical literature was the cento 
form, a type of poem that was wholly composed of rearranged lines from another text. Much like 
late antique monuments composed of reused architectural elements, the cento is quite literally 
a patchwork poem that knits together existing texts to create a new work. The Empress Eudocia 
Augusta (AD 401–460) is credited with 2,344 lines of Homeric biblical centones, in which lines 
from Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey are arranged to tell a Biblical narrative spanning the creation of 
the world to the ascension of Christ. 
Eudocia’s Homeric centones have been largely derided in modern scholarship, which often 
frames them as unskilled or outright plagiarism. This paper will explore some of the ways that we 
might appreciate the poetics of the late antique cento as a literary form. The cento form poses 
a challenge for students of intertextuality, because rather than containing discrete allusions to 
other texts, it entirely comprises intertextual content. As such, it is important that scholars de-
velop methodologies for analysing the cento form in its own right, rather than simply importing 
methodologies for examining allusive texts. This paper will propose that the cento form should 
be appreciated for its polyphonic qualities, that is, the way that it sets several texts in motion at 
once. As in polyphonic music, it is the interplay between these different texts, and their moments 
of consonance and dissonance, that demonstrate the complexity and skill of Eudocia’s cento 
composition.

Miranda Gronow is a second year MPhil candidate in Classical Archaeology at the University of 
Oxford. Her MPhil thesis focuses on the reception of classical archaeological remains in Turkish 
Aphrodisias. Before coming to Oxford, Miranda completed an Honours Degree in Classics at the 
University of Melbourne, Australia. Whilst she is now doing her best impression of an archaeolo-
gist, she retains an abiding love of the more peculiar qualities of late antique literature.

This paper will explore the so-called genre of “Biblical epic”, the Greek tradition of which has reg-
ularly been seen as an uncreative reproduction of school progymnasmata or a derivative form of 
poetic production. It will focus on the cento-poetry of Eudocia and the “line-for-line” paraphrase 
of the Psalms attributed to Apollinarius, in order to illuminate the intriguing use of the Homeric 
hexameter in the service of the Christian story. These two texts were chosen, because they con-
stitute two aspects of the same attitude towards Hellenic paideia: an imitation of the authorita-
tive voice of Homer, either directly through his own lines (Eudocia) or, by way of analogy, through 
a composition in Homeric manner. As such, the paper will attempt to sketch the contours of the 
late antique authors’ way of thinking about and presenting their ideas of the past.
The paper will be divided in three parts. The first (“contexts”) will attempt to situate the texts 
within the wider debate about the use of pagan and specifically Homeric form by late antique 
authors. The second (“paratexts”) will briefly look at the prefaces of these works and attempt 

“Pulling Homer’s Gold to Pieces”: Reuse and Polyphony in the Homeric Centones of the 
Empress Eudocia Augusta 
Miranda Gronow (University College, Oxford)

“Secondary Readings”: Greek Biblical Poetry and the Making of Christian Palimpsests
Konstantinos Lygouris (University of Cambridge)

to elucidate how these authors’ self-representation overlays their works with multiple “pasts”. 
The third (“hypotexts and hypertexts”) will offer a closer look into the ways in which these texts 
activate intertexts with and subsume the authority of earlier texts. 

Konstantinos Lygouris is a second-year PhD student at the Faculty of Classics, University of
Cambridge. His PhD explores the literary, cultural, and ideological significance of Greek
Christian versifications of Scriptural texts, mainly Nonnus’ Paraphrase of St John’s Gospel
and ps.-Apollinarius’ Metaphrasis Psalmorum. He completed his MPhil in Cambridge and
BA at King’s College London. His broader interests include late antique Greek poetry and
poetics, ancient literary criticism, and the changing rhetoric of praise.

The purpose of this paper is to analyze how the poetry book of Christopher of Mytilene relates 
to the Ancient Greek literary tradition. From a general point of view, I will analyse the variety of 
themes, metre and style of his poetry book, which includes 145 poems and represents one of the 
most interesting example of Byzantine “secular” poetry.  More specifically I would like to examine 
the use of homeric diction in the exametric poems, the funerary poems and their relation with 
the genre of the epikedion and the consolatory poetry, and the characteristics of the ekphrastic 
poems, especially in relation with the popularity and evolution of this genre in Byzantine litera-
ture, as it appears, for instance, in the first three books of the Greek Anthology. Furthermore, I 
would try to describe the ideal reader of this collection and the intellectual milieu of Christopher 
of Mytilene, having considered the mixture of classical and Christian themes contained in his 
literary production, and the relationship between the “classical” frame adopted by Christopher 
of Mytilene and the references to aspects of Byzantine everyday life and historical events.

Chiara Battisti received a Bachelor’s degree in Classics from the University of Rome ‘La Sapienza’, 
where she is completing her master’s degree in Classical Philology and Ancient History. Her thesis 
is focused on the description of Ionia in Strabo and Pausanias (Supervisors: prof. Nicolai, prof. 
Vannicelli). During her studies she attended two courses of Byzantine Philology (prof. Luzzi). She 
is currently a visiting graduate student in the Faculty of Classics at the University of Cambridge.

The Poetry Book of Christophoros Mitylenaios: between Classical Tradition and 
Contemporaneity
Chiara Battisti (‘La Sapienza’ University of Rome)
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Spaces, Places, and Landscapes4b Friday, 4:30pm

Rees Davies RoomChair: Daniel Gallaher (Oriel College)

Consigned to the Flames of Oblivion: The Fate of Religious Spaces in Late Antiquity
Michael Burling (University of Birmingham)

Much attention is paid to the repurposing of Pagan sites for Christian worship in the Late Antique 
Eastern Roman world, such as the conversion of the Parthenon into the Church of the Theotokos, 
or the Temple of Romulus in Rome into the Church of SS. Cosmas and Damian. In contrast to the 
standard Romano-centric narrative in the heartlands of the Empire, this paper will approach the 
issue of repurposed religious spaces from the perspective of the Romano-Iranian borderlands. 
In the East, the Romans encountered a new, dynamic Iranian dynasty, the Sasanians, who had 
mobilised a Mazdaean religious identity that was both contemporary to, and comparable with, 
that of Christianity within the Roman Empire.
Drawing upon examples from the Caucasus and Mesopotamia, this paper will examine the shifts 
in Roman, Sasanian and Armenian policy regarding spaces of worship over the course of Late 
Antiquity. Temples were razed, repurposed and restored on all sides in this period of extreme 
change. 
The example par excellence of this contestation of religious space is the Cathedral at Etchmiadzin. 
Originally a Temple of Anahid, the space was converted into a church, destroyed by Shapur II, re-
built, converted into a fire temple, destroyed again, and finally rebuilt in the 480s as the current 
cathedral. Though an extreme example, this and other examples will illustrate how the Romans, 
Sasanians and Armenians utilised the physical space to visually play out the contest between 
their faiths.

Michael is a first-year PhD student at the University of Birmingham, researching the Late Antique 
Armenian economy and diplomatic landscape. Michael is also a fellow at the Fresno Institute 
for Classical Armenian Translation (FICAT), and is in the process of writing a commentary to his 
translation of an Armenian hagiography for publication. He is assistant to the coin collection at 
the Barber Institute of Fine Arts, where he catalogues the Sasanian, Hephthalite and Armenian 
Cilician collections.

The locus amoenus, first analyzed by Ernst Robert Curitus in 1948, was one of the classical tradi-
tion’s most robust loci communes, with a continent-spanning reception throughout the Middle 
Ages. This “pleasant place” of running water, verdant vegetation, and sheltering trees is indeed 
often held to be the beginning and end of Byzantine literature’s representation of the environ-
ment. It has thus been taken as a prime example of the way medieval Greek literary conservatism 
overrode engagement with the contemporary world.
This paper will argue that a landscape-oriented reading of Byzantine texts can drastically revise 
our understanding of the function of this topos, revealing it as a flexible and even creative tool 
with ongoing connections to contemporary practice. Such an approach takes the significance of 
concrete environmental features—here, groves, meadows, and streams—not as self-evident but 

The Locus Amoenus and Military Camps: a Landscape Topos in Practice in 11th and 12th 
Century Byzantine Literature
John Kee (Central European University, Budapest)

as culturally-specific, items deserving notice and interpretation in their own right. Applied to the 
Grottaferrata Digenis, the Advice and Anecdotes of Kekaumenos, and Michael Attaleiates’ Histo-
ry, it shows us that the locus amoenus was, pedigree aside, also an idealized extreme of a type 
of well-watered, growing environment with eminent practical, indeed military, value. For the 
Byzantines, the landscape of the idyllic garden and of a good campground were fundamentally 
related—a continuity these authors recognized and put to sophisticated and playful use in their 
narrations of campaigns. This case thus demonstrates how an ancient topos afforded Byzantine 
writers resources for innovation, bringing the classical inheritance into conversation with the 
workaday realities of military life.

John Kee currently studies at Central European University in Budapest, Hungary. His research 
there uses ideas from cultural geography to make sense of space, place, and landscape in late 
antique and medieval texts from the eastern Mediterranean world. He received his B.A. with a 
double major in Classics and Philosophy from Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire.

The paper contends that the cultivation of Ctesiphon as the royal capital of the Sasanian Empire 
was primarily the result of its practical placement for the purposes of trade and agriculture, as 
opposed to any desire of the Sasanians to depict themselves as legitimate heirs of their Parthian 
predecessors. It will be argued the Sasanians saw themselves as heirs to the mythical Kayāniāns, 
placing their ancestral heartland in Fārs and rapidly anathematising the Parthians. 
These conclusions draw primarily on Middle Persian material, examining third century inscrip-
tions at Naqš-ī Rustam, Naqš-ī Rajab and Ka’ba-ī Zardušt as well as post-Sasanian literature such 
as Kārnamāg-ī Ardašir ī Pābagān, Šāh-nāma and Šahrestānīhā-ī Ērānšahr that all point to Fārs, 
not the rarely mentioned Ctesiphon, as the Sasanian heartland. Evidence of recontextualisation 
of Avestan texts seen in Dēnkard, and particularly the westward relocation of religious sites dis-
played in the ninth century Bundahišn, likewise suggest the marginal nature of Mesopotamia 
in the Zoroastrian world-view. The work of numismatists, such as Susan Tyler-Smith, bridge the 
lacuna in other source material and evidences both Ctesiphon’s ideological marginality and its 
economic importance. In assessing administration, the paper makes use of Rika Gyselen’s exten-
sive work cataloguing and analysing sigillographic evidence and Robert McCormick Adams’ more 
controversial examinations of the Mesopotamian alluvium through analysis of surface sherd 
scatters. Armenian primary sources, such as the late fifth century History of Łazar Pʿarpecʿi and 
Chinese sources preserved by St. John Simpson further illuminate our understanding of the court 
at Ctesiphon’s reach. 

Daniel Alford is a DPhil student in History at Corpus Christi College, University of Oxford. His 
research interests are the cultural and administrative history of the Sasanian Empire, with a par-
ticular focus on Mesopotamia and Armenia.

Sasanian Ctesiphon: The Practical and Ideological Significance of the Royal Capital of the 
Sasanian Empire (224-651) 
Daniel Alford (Corpus Christi College, Oxford)
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Reassessing the Classical Literary Tradition5a
Chair: Miranda Gronow (University College)

“Atticising” Practices in Byzantine Greek
Chiara Monaco (University of Cambridge)

Byzantines considered themselves the legitimate heirs of the ancient world: this is clear in the 
revival of the Atticistic movement and the unblemished imitation of fifth-century Attic writers 
in the erudite milieux of the Palaeologan age. Guidance in writing in Attic style was still needed 
because there were Byzantine writers doing just that. Therefore, during the Byzantine age old 
Atticistic lexica were reactivated in new lexica and the sources were enlarged with the use of 
new materials. The ideology of classicism remains central in the later production but the idea of 
a canon becomes diachronically modified in relation to different periods. The reuse of the old 
Atticistic lexica produced in the second century CE was due to the scholarly activity of Thomas 
Magister and his learned circle, who made massive use of these lexica when compiling the Eclo-
ga Vocum Atticarum. However, the old materials was reshaped and modified according to the 
contemporary conventions:  high-register Byzantine Greek, however much it owes to the past, is 
not so much a version of Ancient Greek as a variety of Medieval Greek “antiqued”. In my paper I 
will focus on a few case-studies from Byzantine lexica (Photius, Thomas Magister, Suda) in order 
to shed light on the role of Atticist glosses in the linguistic context of Byzantium. I argue that the 
need to negotiate between the usages of Atticising literary language and those of “vernacular” 
Medieval Greek significantly shaped the Byzantine selection of the material transmitted by ear-
lier lexicographical source. 

Chiara is a third-year PhD Candidate at the University of Cambridge. She has studied for her BA 
and MA at the University of Rome La Sapienza. She is working now on linguistic Atticism in the 
Hellenistic and Imperial age. She is also interested in the reception of ancient materials in the 
modern age with particular reference to the history of modern Greece and of the Greek language 
between 19th and 20th century.

Komnenian literature is marked by heavy reliance on classical stylistic models. In particular, mi-
mesis implied extensive borrowing from ancient authors that encouraged production of centos 
(e.g. Christos Paschon) and quasi-centonic prose texts (e.g. Anacharsis). Intended to witness to 
profound learning and sophistication, such practice of “literary stealing” nevertheless was not 
welcomed by all the contemporaries. The primary aim of this paper is to draw attention to ne-
glected evidence of such disapproval. Oddly, a good deal of critical responses itself appears to be 
deeply embedded in mimetic discourse. To address this paradox, I turn to the case of Theodore 
Prodromos’ quasi-lucianic satire Φιλοπλάτων ἢ σκυτοδέψης where persona - himself an admirer 
of Plato - rebukes his interlocutor for irrelevance of the quotations meant to support his cause. 
Hence the emergence of such criticism is interpreted as a call for more subtle and reflexive use 
of classical tradition so that it allows for authorial self-assertion.

Challenging Ancient Philosophy in Byzantium: the Case of Theodore Prodromos
Yan Zaripov (St. Hilda’s College, Oxford)

Saturday, 10pm

Lecture Theatre

Yan Zaripov reads for DPhil in Classical Languages and Literature. He studied Classics and Byzan-
tine Studies in Moscow before coming to Oxford. His research interests include classical reception, 
literary criticism and historical semantics.

The importance of classical Greek historiography as a model for the historiographical project 
of Procopius of Caesarea, particularly his Wars, has been acknowledged for at least a century. 
Whereas earlier studies focused on his stylistic and linguistic imitation, many recent studies em-
phasise that his use of classical examples is not restricted to these formal aspects, but also affects 
the structure and content of his work. Once acknowledged, Procopius’ creative adaptation of 
classical models opens new ways of interpretation.
Procopius’ own rather ambiguous stance towards classicism, however, is still often overlooked, 
although his prologue to the Wars explicitly polemicises against those who can only describe 
the world in Homeric terms. This paper argues that Procopius, in line with this critique, employs 
classicising discourses to describe failing strategies of exercising interpersonal influence in the 
Wars. I will illustrate this by examining cases where people try to exercise influence on a ruler, 
notably emperor Justinian, to make a particular decision. Following classical models, one does 
this by giving a rhetorically structured speech or writing a letter, which the historiographer then 
“quotes” in his account. People who do this in Procopius’ Wars, however, tend not to be effective 
in achieving what they want; discourses based on Christian religion, where an appeal is made to 
God or divine fortune, seem to have the upper hand. In these cases, then, classicism appears as 
a foil to highlight what dominates Justinian’s politics: not rational deliberation, but a belief in the 
execution of a divine plan. 

In March 2017, Maurits de Leeuw (Groningen, 1991) took up his position as a PhD candidate in 
Ancient History at the Eberhard Karls University of Tübingen, within the Emmy Noether Junior 
Research Group “Power and Influence: Influencing Emperors between Antiquity and the Middle 
Ages”. Together with his colleagues in this group, Fabian Schulz and Kamil Choda, he is editing a 
collected volume on discourses of gaining and losing imperial favour in Late Antiquity, which Brill 
has approved for publication in 2019. His own research focuses on processes of interpersonal 
influence in politics of the Eastern Roman Empire in the fifth and sixth centuries. Before arriving in 
Tübingen, De Leeuw worked as a high school teacher in Greek and Latin at two grammar schools 
in the Netherlands. He studied classics between 2008 and 2015 at the University of Amsterdam, 
the Free University Amsterdam and the University of Oxford. To pursue his Master of Studies in 
Greek and/or Latin languages and literature in Oxford in 2014-2015, De Leeuw was awarded a 
Clarendon Scholarship.

Classicism as a Language of Failure: Discourses of Interpersonal Influence in Procopius’ Wars
Maurits de Leeuw (University of Tübingen)
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Innovation in the Social Sphere5b
Chair: Mirela Ivanova (Balliol College)

Contested Urban Experiences: Welfare Provisions in Early Byzantine Constantinople and 
Antioch
Joost Snaterse (Radboud University, Nijmegen)

The “fate” of the ancient city and the development of urbanism has been one of the most promi-
nent debates in late antique and Byzantine studies over the past decades. The aim of my paper is 
not to revisit the discussion of what the Byzantine city was or was not, but rather to ask how the 
late antique city was experienced by different social groups as a constructed space of multiple, 
contested meanings. The paper focuses on the practices of care for the poor in early Byzantine 
Constantinople and Antioch (fifth-seventh centuries). New forms of medical care and spiritual 
charity are often presented as an explicitly Christian, fourth-century innovation. Combining ex-
amples from hagiography, history, and sermons as well as topography and material culture, this 
paper foregrounds the dynamic and messy relationship between new, existing, and adjusted so-
ciocultural values that gave rise to urban welfare provisions in the early Byzantine period. Con-
centrating on hospital care and almsgiving in these two cities, this paper argues that the changes 
in welfare practices that took place are best understood through the prism of urban experience. 
The insights of modern critical theory and urban studies will guide this discussion and provide 
us with a lens through which to imagine the late antique and Byzantine city as an adaptive and 
innovative space, that could draw on and deviate from the repertoire of its contested ancient 
heritage.

Joost Snaterse studied Roman and Byzantine history in Nijmegen (BA 2015, ResMA 2017), Mu-
nich, and Edinburgh (MSc 2018). He is currently a PhD Candidate in Medieval History at Radboud 
University Nijmegen (the Netherlands), focusing on issues of gender and ritual in late antique and 
Middle Byzantine urban patronage and charitable practices.

Twelfth-century Byzantium was home to a flourishing court literary culture, the agents of which 
show an acute awareness of the literary legacy they had inherited. This environment gave rise to 
a variety of creative and innovative texts that play with conventions of form and content, turning 
them towards new ends. This paper will focus on the poems of a member of the twelfth-century 
court literati, “Manganeios” Prodromos, drawing particular attention to the recurring theme of 
the speaker’s own old age and infirmity. While highly stereotyped treatments of old age are by no 
means unusual in Middle Byzantine texts, this paper will argue that Prodromos’ “begging poems” 
play with these existing topoi, employing images of old age more commonly found in satire or 
tragedy as an entertaining yet thinly veiled plea for the financial support of his patron. The oral 
performance of these texts was central to their effectiveness in this regard. This paper aims to in-
terpret the poems of “Manganeios” Prodromos within the context of other contemporary works 
and their literary influences. A close analysis of this material will demonstrate the particular liter-
ary innovation of the twelfth century, the success of which was grounded in a broad knowledge 
of Byzantium’s literary heritage.

Saturday, 10pm

Rees Davies Room

Literary Heritage and Innovation in Twelfth-Century “Begging Poetry”
Joshua Hitt (St. Hilda’s College, Oxford)

Josh Hitt is in the second year of an MPhil in Late Antique and Byzantine Studies at the University 
of Oxford. He graduated in 2016 with a degree in History and Ancient History from Exeter Univer-
sity. His main interests lie in the literary and visual culture of the middle Byzantine period, and he 
is currently writing a thesis on the depiction of old age in twelfth-century court literature.

In Theodore Balsamon’s scholium on the Canon XVI of the Ecumenical Fourth Council held in 
Chalcedon, he mentions a contemporary religious foundation in Thebes called a parthenon. Bal-
samon describes it as a foundation with innovative features: unlike convents, it settled virgins 
who exercised like ascetics while maintaining their lay identity without tonsuring and taking mo-
nastic vows. Balsamon also highlights that such a foundation did not even exist in Constantinople, 
the paramount center for Byzantine religious foundations. Although this is not the first case of 
using parthenon (παρθενών, acc. παρθενῶνα) to describe a foundation, the term’s previous uses 
confined to the meaning of a convent or a retreat of a female saint; the connotation Balsamon 
conveys in his scholium was totally new. In addition to the religious innovations of this parthenon 
Balsamon had related, this paper tries to delve into the foundation’s possible economic basis 
which is not recorded by Balsamon by setting it in the context of Thebes in the second half of the 
twelfth century. I argue that the emergence of such an innovative version of parthenon probably 
had to do with the expanding silk industry in Thebes and it might be a precursor of the later be-
guinages in North Europe, whose first appearance is dated to around 1230. This paper maintains 
that the conventional umbrella term parthenon Balsamon adopts here actually belies a provincial 
world undergoing drastic development.

Gang Wu studied History in Xiamen University (BA, 2009) and World History in Nankai University 
(MA, 2013) in China. He is currently a PhD candidate at King’s College London. Gang’s research 
interest focuses on the study of Byzantine women. His ongoing thesis aims to examine women’s 
lives in Byzantine Central Greece between 1000 and 1200 from the aspects of economic activities, 
devotional life and family roles. He adopts a region-specific perspective and tries to bring in inter-
disciplinary insights to remedy the lack of sources. Where possible, he also evaluates his results 
against those from studies of the medieval West.

Another Parthenon: Female Lay Spirituality in Twelfth-Century Thebes
Gang Wu (King’s College, London)
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Enduring Iconography6a
Chair: Callan Meynell (Trinity College)

Saturday, 12pm

Lecture Theatre

The Floor Mosaic in the Church of the Virgin in Madaba, Jordan: A Case of Iconoclasm? 
Mathilde Sauquet (St. Stephen’s House, Oxford)

The Byzantines within the frontiers of the empire and especially in Constantinople herself might 
have passionately defended their legitimacy as heirs to the Greco-Roman past, the same cannot 
be said, however, about Byzantines living outside the safety of these territories. For the Christian 
communities under Muslim rule in the eighth century, cultural identity was more influenced by 
current, contemporary debates than by the nostalgia of ancient civilizations. The religious art of 
these communities, although closely mirroring that of Byzantium, adapted to their new islamic 
surroundings. Evidence of this conscious adaptation is found in a number of churches across 
the Levant, where figurative mosaic compositions were carefully rearranged into or replaced 
by non-figuratives themes. This paper will address the artistic programme of the Church of the 
Virgin in Madaba, Jordan, where an inscription and a geometric mosaic replaced a figurative 
scene in the year 767 AD. The removal of the earlier floor can certainly be interpreted as a 
reaction to iconoclastic influences emanating from Constantinople during these years, as well 
as to local Islamic, aniconic religious artistic practices. This iconoclastic reasoning, no matter its 
origin, is entirely contradicted, however, by the supposed presence of an image of the Virgin 
which remained in the apse even after the installation of the new floor mosaic. Why then did this 
church retain this particular image, arguably one of the most charged Christian figures, resisting 
to pressures from both East and West to remove figurative imagery from churches, while its floor 
was so decisively altered? 

Mathilde Sauquet is currently working towards an MSt in Late Antique and Byzantine Studies at 
the University of Oxford (St. Stephen’s House). She graduated in 2018 from Trinity College, CT, 
USA with a joint BA in Art History and Modern Languages (Italian and Arabic). Her undergraduate 
thesis focused on Roger II of Sicily and the artistic programme of the Cappella Palatina, looking at 
the relationship of Christian and Islamic art and symbolism.

Situated in the heart of the Mediterranean basin, the Norman capital Palermo is an urban her-
itage site which reveals medieval modes of political self-fashioning in astounding clarity. The 
interconnected nature of visual production in the Middle Ages becomes tangible in Palermitan 
material culture. As such, this paper shall examine the manner in which a unique kingly image 
was constructed for King Roger II through strong references to the hegemonic cultures of the 
12th century. In particular, the discussion will concern itself with the question of compositional 
adaptation in the decoration of religious spaces, and the degree to which these spaces were 
conducive to the articulation of political narratives. Borrowing heavily from the visual languages 
of the neighbouring and esteemed political powers, namely those of the Fatimid and Byzantine 
courts, a distinct yet familiar trend was established in accompaniment of the discursive legal 
practices which sought to legitimise Roger’s rule. Focussing on the pair of mosaic panels found in 
La Martorana and the muqarnas paintings of the Cappella Palatina at the Royal Palace, the paper 

“Byzantine with a Western Twist”: Rethinking the Imperial Imagery of Norman Sicily
Meriç Özölçer (Independent researcher)

will aim to demonstrate the potency of the visual syncretism of the era in crafting the contem-
porary image of the king, one which was exceedingly reliant on the validating power of the past.

Having read for the MSt in Late Antique and Byzantine Studies at St. Peter’s College, Oxford, Meriç 
Özölçer is now working on Medieval art and architecture independently. Her research interests 
concern how the visual culture of Late Byzantium was influenced by devotional practices and 
shared textual imagination. She is also interested in the contemporary reception of Byzantine 
heritage in Turkey.

Drawing on material – icons, manuscript miniatures – and textual – travellers’ accounts, miracle 
collections – evidence, this paper proposes to focus on the ways in which the Constantinopolitan 
Hodegetria icon and the Russian Mother of God icon of Vladimir are used to reinterpret tradition. 
The iconophile narrative after 842 implied that depictions of holy figures had always been the 
focal point of Byzantine devotional practices, when in fact images only became central to reli-
gious life after the iconoclastic period: innovation was presented as a return to a (constructed) 
past tradition.
The growing popularity of icon processions – like the regular Tuesday miracle operated by the 
Hodegetria – played an important role in creating an urban Constantinopolitan identity, and the 
commemoration of occasions when icons had miraculously saved the city from sieges became 
blurred in single celebrations where protective power was ascribed to the Hodegetria icon, even 
though the icon carried around the city walls during the 626 siege was, as far as we know, not 
identified.
On the other hand, the cult of the Vladimirskaya icon of the Virgin, originally brought to Kiev 
from Constantinople, shows that an element of a foreign, albeit “sister” culture could be grafted 
onto the relatively young Russian religious tradition and play an active part – through devotional 
practices and miracle-working – in structuring community identity in the emerging principality of 
Vladimir-Suzdal’, whose toponym became attached to the icon’s name.
Both cases therefore highlight the role of images in shaping the past and transforming tradition 
in order to strengthen new collective identities.

Sofia Simões Coelho read History and Modern Languages (Russian) at Merton College (2014-
2018), having previously studied Piano (Chamber Music specialisation) in her native Lisbon. In 
June 2018 she graduated from Merton College with a double First in History and Russian, and 
since October 2018 she has been studying for an MPhil in Late Antique and Byzantine Studies 
at University College, of which she is a Chellgren Scholar. Her main area of interest is medieval 
Russian and Byzantine religious history.

The Icon and the City in Byzantium and Rus’. Comparing the Cults of the Hodegetria and 
Vladimirskaya
Sofia Simões Coelho (University College, Oxford)
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Beyond the Elites6b
Chair: Peter Guevara (Wolfson College)

Saturday, 12pm

Rees Davies Room

Discursive Topoi on the Byzantine Peasantry: The Approaches of Middle Byzantine Historians
Cahit Mete Oğuz (Simon Fraser University, British Columbia)

The Byzantine peasantry remains an enigmatic character within extant historical sources due 
to the inherent illiteracy associated with it. Yet, through analyzing the writings of several elev-
enth- and twelfth-century authors a picture can be constructed of the interaction channels which 
bound these two polar opposites of the social fabric together. The primary nodes through which 
this perception was crafted was based on several important exchange channels, such as; provin-
cial taxation, military provisioning, direct military utilization and popular political participation. 
The importance of the peasantry is primarily provided through a utility-focused perspective, for 
their economic, military and public-opinion related purposes, associated with them being the 
largest segment of the populace. This collective respect attributed to the peasantry contrasts 
sharply with the scathing way in which the “inferior” peasant lifestyle is described, leading to 
an apparent duality in the perception of the peasantry within the mindset of the authors. This 
issue is demonstrated through the difficulty the authors exhibit in trying to reconcile the peasant 
origins of certain figures with the extensive social mobility that leads them to positions of pow-
er. Such an outlook implies that each individual peasant ought to remain as part of the general 
undefined manpower pool, continuing to till the land and man the army. As part of that nexus 
he was to be coddled, persuaded, and even recruited in politics whenever able. Ideological im-
peratives and the traditions of the Byzantine polity ensured that peasants were respected as a 
sovereign body, but disrespected as actual living, breathing individuals.

Cahit Mete Oğuz, of dual Turkish-British heritage, was born in Istanbul, the heart of the former 
Byzantine empire. He initially entered academic life by completing a B.S. in Physics at Boğaziçi 
University within the top five of his graduating class. Switching fields, he then began enthusiasti-
cally pursuing studies in Byzantine history with an M.A. in History at Bogazici University, funded 
by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. His M.A. thesis, titled: “An Analysis of the Byzantine Peas-
antry Through Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Narrative Sources”, was supervised by Prof. Nevra 
Necipoglu. He is currently enrolled at Simon Fraser University, pursuing a Ph.D. on Byzantine His-
tory jointly under the History and Hellenic Studies departments, with the senior supervision of 
Prof. Dimitris Krallis. He recently presented a paper on the Byzantine peasantry at the Byzantine 
Studies Conference (BSC 2018), which will form the basis of a prospective chapter to be published 
in the Routledge Handbook of Identity in Byzantium (planned for 2020).

Slavery is one of the most ancient activities practised in the Mediterranean and continued to be a 
common aspect of life for the entire existence of the Byzantine Empire. However, the institution 
of slavery changed profoundly from antiquity, as did the attitudes toward it. This was determined 
by two main factors: the Christianisation of the empire and its military decline, which meant a 
larger number of Byzantines captured in wars and raids. From the fourteenth century, Greek 
slavery was widespread, due to Catalan and Turkish attacks, and the Byzantines had to react to 

Reframing Slavery in the Fourteenth Century Eastern Mediterranean
Lorenzo Saccon (St. Hilda’s College, Oxford)

this problem. Using documents from Cyprus, this paper will try to explain their new approaches 
to slavery and explore ransoming mechanisms in this time period, illustrating how the Byzantine 
Empire had to adapt to its new position as a lesser power in the Eastern Mediterranean and the 
way in which its inhabitants came to understand their identity. Indeed, the case of Cyprus, an 
island where Greeks, French, Italian and others came to co-exist, creates an interesting back-
ground for an analysis of Greek identity in the late Byzantine Eastern Mediterranean.

Lorenzo Saccon graduated with degrees in History and Philosophy at Royal Holloway, University 
of London, and is currently finishing his MPhil degree at Oxford. His research interests include late 
Byzantine history, and in particular the Eastern Mediterranean slave trade.

Roman soldiers have rarely been seen by scholars as a community that has a keen interest in 
classical learning. Ammianus Marcellinus, the soldier-historian, has often been thought of as an 
isolated educated figure amongst a sea of largely uneducated soldiers. However, we have ample 
evidence that soldiers in the fourth and fifth century were eager to demonstrate their under-
standing of paideia to a wider public. Epitaphs and diptychs dedicated to soldiers in late antiquity 
present an image of soldiers as cultured individuals in late antiquity.
This paper suggests the need to adopt a new framework for understanding how soldiers engaged 
with elite literary culture in late antiquity. By looking at Ammianus as part of a wider soldering 
community that was well-educated in classical literature, we are able to understand how literary 
culture was contested by the senatorial aristocracy and the increasingly dominant military elite 
in the late Roman empire. 
The ideal senator and aristocrats during the Roman republic were expected to fulfil the domi 
militiaeque (at home and in the field) ethos, being both skilled in literate learning and in the art 
of war. The complete exclusion of senators from military command by the fourth century meant 
that senators were increasingly subjected to challenges by the military elite like Ammianus for 
failing to live up to this expectation. Instead, a former soldier like Ammianus sees the the soldiers 
as the true inheritors of the republican senators.

Raymond Ngoh is a 2nd-year MPhil in Late Antique and Byzantine Studies at the University of 
Oxford, Linacre College, specialising in the Late Roman Empire. He was previously awarded a
Bachelor of Arts in History from the Nanyang Technological University, Singapore.

Domi Militiaeque: Paideia and Contested Heritage between Soldiers and Senators in Late 
Antiquity
Raymond Ngoh (Linacre College, Oxford)
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Restoring Architecture: Ideology and Pragmatism7a
Chair: Katerina Vavaliou (Wadham College)

Saturday,  2:30pm

Lecture Theatre

Ruined Basilicas and Domestic Space 
Hugh Jeffery (Lincoln College, Oxford)

In the late tenth century, the young and aristocratic Saint Symeon assumed direction of the 
monastery of St. Mamas, a sixth century foundation in the western suburbs of Constantinople. 
Symeon’s hagiographer claims that the dilapidated complex was then serving as living quarters 
for laypeople and as a cemetery. Symeon promptly evicts both living and dead and enforces a 
property claim over the material remains of the past.
Warfare, urban decline and economic simplification ensured that most of the hundreds of basil-
icas erected in late antiquity fell into disrepair during the Transitional Period. The discovery and 
reconstruction of ruined churches is a common topos of medieval Hagiography. But this paper 
seeks to briefly explore the phenomenon encountered by Symeon prior to his reconstruction of 
the church of St. Mamas: the use of ruined basilicas as domestic space. 
Three archaeological case studies illustrate different types of domestic space within the ruins 
of a late antique basilica: elite, vernacular and monastic. In all cases the ecclesiastical shell was 
not a passive container for domestic activities. Medieval actors read and engaged with the sa-
cred architectural forms that they inhabited, making meaningful connections with the material 
past through their structuration of domestic space. The study is therefore theoretically situated 
in archaeologies of temporality – the “past in past” – and of the persistent agency of the built 
environment.

Hugh is an archaeologist of late antique and medieval Asia Minor. His research interests lie in re-
ligious architecture and material culture from the sixth through twelfth centuries. He is currently 
based in Istanbul where he is completing his Oxford DPhil thesis on Middle Byzantine Aphrodisias.

The presentation aims to retrace reasons behind urban transformations and their impact in Late 
Antique and Early Byzantine Limyra by means of using archaeological data, historical sources, 
analyses of the finds, and the results of interdisciplinary studies. The ancient city of Limyra is 
located on the southwestern coastal region of former Asia Minor, nowadays Turkey, and 5 kilo-
metres northeast to the modern town of Finike at the foot of the Toçak Dağı massif. Although 
numerous Byzantine remains were uncovered since the early excavations, the focus was laid 
mainly on public monuments of religious and secular character (churches, palaces etc.), while 
the archaeological contexts including their complementary belonging materials were more or 
less neglected. Thus, this period was summarily dated and classified. Historical sources mention 
Limyra as a seat of a suffragan bishop from the end of the 4th until the end of the 9th c. (Not.
Episc.), while the latest archaeological excavations reveal a flourishing Late Antique city life. The 
so-called “Dark Ages” bring a change of the urban perspective by means of pragmatism and 
adaptation to current needs regarding reused, recycled and newly built structures and materials. 
The tendency of investments seems to focus on intense industrial and commercial activities, 
while the city walls are strongly rebuilt. Eventually, the Persian and the Arab attacks from the 7th 
c. onwards offer the background for these practical interventions. 

Urban Pragmatism and Adaptation in Late Antique and Early Byzantine Limyra
Alexandra Dolea (Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna)

Alexandra Dolea is a doctor in History and Archaeology and completed her studies at the Universi-
ty of Bucharest. Since 2006 she participates in various archaeological projects in Romania, Turkey 
and Greece. She is a managing editor for the Late Antique Archaeology Series published by Brill. 
Since 2016 she is responsible for the excavations in “The Urbanistic Development of Limyra in the 
Hellenistic Period” FWF project. Her research focuses on functionality changes of the urban fabric 
with a special look on Asia Minor and Scythia Minor in Roman and Byzantine times.

This paper analyses the last Byzantine refurbishment of the Constantinopolitan complex of the 
Myrelaion, which was originally built before 922 as a mausoleum for Emperor Romanos Lekape-
nos and his family. 
According to archaeological data, the last Byzantine intervention in the building occurred during 
the Palaiologan era, before 1300. Unfortunately, the restoration of 1964-65 dismantled these 
later changes, since they were not part of the original structure. The monograph of Striker (1981) 
on the building provides a foundational discussion on the Palaiologan phase, such as the tombs 
of the lower church, but his text devotes only a few pages to it.
Thanks to a selection of unpublished photographs taken before the last refurbishment (which 
I discovered in the Talbot Rice archive-Barber Institute of Fine Arts, Birmingham), I “restored” 
some of the Palaiologan features. Taken by itself, analysis of the Palaiologan refurbishment might 
be purely descriptive, but it acquires more importance when we realise that it is connected to 
the rest of the patronage undertaken by emperor Michael VIII in the southern area of Constan-
tinople.
The Palaiologan restoration of the Myrelaion thus opens up questions about patronage and 
symbolism, especially considering the ideological nature and the location of the church. The 
combined evidence of archaeology, archival research, and urban settlement patterns reveals an 
imperial mausoleum located in a quartier largely promoted by the first Palaiologan emperor and 
suggests renewed imperial funerary use.
The goal of this paper is thus to investigate the Palaiologan Myrelaion through the lens of the 
symbolic use of the past in Late Byzantine architecture.

Jessica Varsallona is a third-year PhD student at the Centre for Byzantine, Ottoman, and Modern 
Greek Studies at the University of Birmingham. Her doctoral research, funded by BRIHC (Birming-
ham Research Institute for History and Culture), is titled “Palaiologan architecture in Constantino-
ple: the history of the buildings, stratigraphic analysis, and infrared thermography (IRT)”. Her re-
search thus focuses on the urban evolution and the architectural development of Constantinople 
during the last two centuries of the Byzantine Empire. She has previously completed her BA, MA, 
and Specialisation School Diploma at the Univesità degli Studi di Milano. Sections of her work on 
the Oratory of the Forty Martyrs in Syracuse, Vefa Kilise Camii and Manastır Mescidi in Istanbul 
have recently been published in the proceedings of Days of Justinian I (2016-2017), Bisanzio tra 
tradizione e modernità (2017), and Bisanzio e l’Occidente (2018).

The Palaiologan Restoration of the Myrelaion
Jessica Varsallona (University of Birmingham)
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On Ceremonies7b
Chair: Mariia Diatlova (Kellogg College)

Saturday, 2:30pm

Rees Davies Room

Bishops and their Relics: Three Western Case Studies
Sarah Gianakon (Christ Church, Oxford)

In Augustine’s church in Hippo, there is Stephen, whose remains are advertised as “the mother 
of all relics”, at one end of the church. Using the different miracle stories from City of God I in-
vestigate to what extent this was an attempt to integrate the martyr into the bishop’s personal 
territory. Other relics available around Hippo were in private hands, so Stephen, by being the 
bishop’s personal relic, is integrated successfully as a more public destination point. Augustine 
could not manage what went on in that relic chapel, but he could advertise Stephen’s miracles in 
his writings to would-be pilgrims (he records the pilgrimage of the two siblings from Cappadocia 
who go to Hippo to be healed by Stephen). On the other hand, in Milan, Ambrose’s relics are in 
separate churches, and not in the cathedral. And finally, in Rome, although all of Constantine’s 
extra-mural churches, like St Peter’s, Agnes, Paul, Lawrence, are built over prestigious graves, 
they are not connected with miracles. People don’t make pilgrimages there for miracles as they 
do for Stephen. Damasus doesn’t mention miracles in any of his inscriptions. So are these three 
cases simply three stages in a single evolution or is there something different going on in three 
different areas?

Sarah E Gianakon is in her first year of the MPhil in Late Antique and Byzantine Studies at the 
University of Oxford.

The Monastery of St. John the Forerunner Stoudios, today known as the Imrahor Ilyas Bey 
mosque, is located at the Yedikule district, near to the Golden Gate of Theodosian Walls, and just 
at the south of the Mese, the processional way of Byzantine Constantinople. The church is the 
Constantinople’s oldest remaining ecclesiastical building, and the degree of preservation of the 
initial fifth-century construction is unique. The monastery was founded in the mid-fifth century 
by the consul Stoudios and was dedicated to St. John the Baptist. In the course of its history, the 
building played a leading role in the social and spiritual life of the Byzantine Empire. It housed 
a number of religious objects which included relics, manuscripts, and also was a part of several 
imperial and ecclesiastical processions. The paper focuses on the two ceremonies; the feast of 
the beheading of St. John the Forerunner and the commemoration of Theodore the Studite, 
the celebrated church father of the monastery. Both annual ceremonies are well documented 
and recorded in ancient literary works and manuscripts. By discussing the complex relationship 
between Byzantines’ memories of the ceremony and their interactions with associated monu-
ments, the close reading of these public events will elucidate different modes of interaction be-
tween memory, experience, and architecture in the context of the ceremony in Byzantine mind, 
particularly in reference to the ancient Roman ceremonial traditions.

An Urban Node in the Ritual Landscape of Byzantine Constantinople: The Monastery of St. 
John of Stoudios
Dilara Burcu Giritlioğlu (Middle East Technical University, Ankara)

Dilara Burcu Giritlioglu has earned a bachelor degree from Cyprus International University, Fac-
ulty of Fine Arts, Design and Architecture, Department of Architecture in 2015. She is currently 
studying at Middle East Technical University for MA in Architectural History since 2016. Her the-
sis focuses on the place of the monastery of St. John of Stoudios in the ritualistic landscape of 
Byzantine Constantinople in order to elucidate different modes of interaction between memory, 
experience, and architecture in the context of the ceremony in Byzantine. As in her professional 
life, she is working in Proma Architecture as an architectural designer since 2015.

In 1598, the election of Boris Godunov as tsar marked the end of the Rurikid stranglehold over 
the Muscovite throne; his coronation ceremony on 1 September represented a parallel depar-
ture from the rite employed by his predecessors. Uniquely, it incorporated Byzantine elements 
absent from the enthronements of either Dmitrii Ivanovich or Ivan IV: the Muscovite patriarch 
himself crowned Godunov with the cap of Monomakh, and proclaimed ἄξιος in Greek. 
Drawing on Uspenskii’s conception of Godunov’s rite as the corollary of elected – rather than 
inherited – rulership, this paper will consider how Byzantine norms of investiture were appropri-
ated to signal and legitimise forms of power in early modern Moscow. Fluid, syncretic forms of 
ceremonial stood as an ideological bulwark against the instability that characterised the “Time of 
Troubles” (smutnoe vremia) following Godunov’s accession. In tracing the evolution of such sym-
bolism, this paper will therefore explore not only the transmission of Byzantine ritual models to 
the tsars’ court, but also how this putative imperial heritage percolated into broader ideological 
contests within Moscow.

Angus Russell is a master’s student in Late Antique and Byzantine Studies at the University of Ox-
ford, where he also completed his undergraduate degree in History and Russian. He is interested 
in forms of intercultural mediation in late medieval and early modern Eurasia, with a particular 
focus on the Muscovite appropriation of both Mongol and Byzantine models.

Boris Godunov’s Coronation Rite: Symbol, Practice and Legitimacy
Angus Russell (Exeter College, Oxford)
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Ornaments and Monuments8a
Chair: Hugh Jeffery (Lincoln College)

Saturday,  4:30pm

Lecture Theatre

Byzantine Attitudes towards the Past: Restorations and Plaster Reliefs
Flavia Vanni (University of Birmingham)

This paper examines Byzantine attitudes towards the past and architectural heritage through a 
non- conventional category of material: plaster reliefs. Decorations made of carved or moulded 
plaster were frequently used in Middle and Late Byzantine buildings, as my PhD research demon-
strates. Plaster/stucco reliefs are, in fact, attested in more than forty buildings dated between the 
tenth and fourteenth centuries, in a territory extended from Greece and the Balkans to Anatolia. 
In this paper I will present some case studies which show that stucco was used for restoring 
ancient architectural sculptures, as in the Panagia church at Hosios Loukas (tenth century), and 
for creating new decorations in open competition with the previous traditions, as in the Panagia 
Kosmosoteria in Feres (1152). Stucco was considered to be part of the past that needed to be 
preserved, as the fourteenth-century restorations in the Protaton church (Mount Athos) show. 
Finally, proskynetaria frames made of stucco were part of the templon composed of marble spo-
lia for the Peribleptos church in Mistra (half of the fourteenth century). This raises the question 
whether the proskynetaria were Middle Byzantine spolia too (Marinou 2002) or whether their 
style was intentionally imitating the more recent past (Melvani 2014). 
The so-called “ephemeral” materials, such as stucco, offer us a unique and dynamic perspective 
towards Byzantine attitudes to their cultural heritage (from philological reconstruction to appro-
priation and reinterpretation). Long-lasting materials, such as marble and stone, were not the 
only media worthy to be transmitted or adapted to posterity and they were, indeed, charged 
with ideological messages. 

Flavia Vanni is a third-year PhD student of the Centre for Byzantine, Ottoman, and Modern Greek 
Studies (University of Birmingham). Her research, funded by the AHRC Midlands4Cities consorti-
um, focuses on the stucco decorations in Middle and Late Byzantine buildings and its social and 
economic context. Her Alma Mater is the Università La Sapienza di Roma where she completed 
her BA and MA in Art History with a focus on Byzantine and Medieval art. She then continued her 
academic path at the University of Birmingham where she did a MRes in Byzantine Studies. The 
preliminary results of her research have been presented in several international conferences in the 
last three years, and will be published in the proceedings of the Italian Association of Byzantine 
Studies (2018) and the Proceedings of the 50th Spring Symposium of Byzantine Studies (2019).

In 1940, F.W. Deichmann argued that the use of spolia in buildings lent late antique cities a heter-
ogeneous appearance. Since then, homogeneity and heterogeneity among architectural assem-
blages from the 4th–6th centuries A.D. have been regarded as adherence to or divergence from 
classical design, with the principle of varietas viewed as a “central [aesthetic] concept of Late An-
tiquity” (Brenk 1987, et al). While scholars have devoted much research on this topic to buildings 
constructed with reused materials, little attention has been given to buildings constructed with 

The Inheritors of Classical Antiquity? Problematising Homogeneity and Heterogeneity in the 
Architecture of 4th–6th Century Mediterranean Cities 
Allison Kidd (University of Edinburgh)

newly-carved ornamental features. Therefore, this paper examines newly-produced architectural 
ornamentation in both secular and ecclesiastical buildings from across the Mediterranean re-
gion to assess the extent to which homogeneous and heterogeneous architectural assemblages 
were used to evoke classical antecedents and contemporary aesthetics in their urban display. 
It analyses evidence from Ephesus’ Church of Saint John, Rome’s Basilica of San Paolo fuori le 
Mura, Aphrodisias’ Tetrapylon Street, and Skythopolis’ Palladius Street to argue that economic 
pragmatism and newly developed ideologies contributed a new aesthetic dialect in late antique 
cities, one that augmented and redefined the uniformity and varietas that had already been es-
tablished in previous periods of classical antiquity. By dissociating the discussion of varietas from 
spolia, this paper concludes that diversification among late antique buildings hardly constituted 
a new artistic language in and of itself but rather signalled a range of aesthetic choice, one that 
highlighted the intentionality and creativity of contemporary artisans and patrons and reflected 
continuity and adaptation within late antique urban environments.

Dr Allison Kidd is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the University of Edinburgh’s Institute for Ad-
vanced Studies in the Humanities, where she is currently developing a monograph on late antique 
architecture and its ornamentation. As a field archaeologist, she has worked on a wide range of 
projects such as the NYU Excavations at Aphrodisias and the Edinburgh-Apolline Excavations at 
Aeclanum, where she currently serves as Field Director. While her research focuses on the archi-
tecture, topography, and art of the Roman world from the Republican period to Late Antiquity, 
she is interested broadly in the investigation of ancient social history through the lens of material 
culture.

The near-ubiquitous habit of honouring civic benefactors in the Greek-speaking eastern Roman 
empire (particularly in Greece and Asia Minor) experienced an important transformation in the 
late antique period. From the 4th-6th centuries the earlier form of statue-base inscriptions as 
staid prose honours, in finely carved official lettering, is replaced by verse epigrams, often in idi-
osyncratic lettering, and commemorating not local notables, but provincial governors. While the 
shift is clear, and reflects a new political culture centred on the court at Constantinople, I would 
like to explore the extent to which the memory of mythological city-founders and earlier civic 
benefactors, as embodied in their still numerous and extant honorific statues and monuments, 
shaped this transformation in honorific culture. Two specific cases from late-antique Ephesos are 
set in focus - I.Ephesos 2044, an honorific inscription for the 4th/5th century governor Messalin-
os, comparing him to the mythical founder Androklos, and SEG 43.795, an inscription recording 
the restoration of the statue of a 2nd century CE benefactor by the 5th century governor Isidor-
os. By comparing these cases to other examples from Asia Minor and the Balkan peninsula, and 
analysing them within a longue durée history of civic honours, such re-appropriations of local 
history and mythology emerge as products of a changed polis civic culture where public honour 
functioned less within a dynamic of local reciprocity and inter-elite competition, and instead as a 
commemorative device linking honorands to a world beyond the city.

Marcus Chin is a third-year PhD student at Oxford University in the Faculty of Classics, whose the-
sis examines the history of civic honorific culture in western Asia Minor from the late Hellenistic 
to early imperial periods (2nd century BCE to 1st century CE). Undergraduate and masters studies 
were completed at Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia. His research interests lie primarily in 
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the realm of Greek and Latin epigraphy, and the way in which such documents allow us to write 
more informed and richer political and socio-cultural histories of the ancient Mediterranean. Al-
though focussed mainly on the earlier phase of Roman imperial history, the applicant has retained 
an interest over many years in the post-antique world, and particularly in the cross-cultural devel-
opments and interactions to which it bore witness.
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Reusing and Innovating: the Multiple Faces of an Ancient Greek Formula in Byzantine                 
Inheritance Laws
Valeria Melis (University of Cagliari)

From the Justinian era to the 10th c., Byzantine inheritance laws include a formula which des-
ignates the legitimate sons of an individual as the ones who should legally receive his heritage; 
the formula is first attested in Nov. [Epith. Ath.] 3.8.274.19 as γνησίων ὄντων παίδων and it is 
then reformulated from law to law in order to satisfy the contingent expressive and normative 
needs: e.g., it is attested six times in Appendix Ecl. 10.3 (= Nov. 89.12), once including the term 
γαµετή, and in the other cases with a pronoun instead of a noun (e.g., ὑπόντων δὲ καὶ γνησίων ἢ 
καὶ γαµετῆς … τούτων δὲ µὴ ὑπόντων); in Epan. auct. 14.55.6 (schol. ad Epan. auct. 54) we read 
παίδων µὲν γνησίων ὄντων τῷ ἀνδρὶ and, then, the formula is further expanded in Epan. auct. 
35.7.1-3 (9th-10th c.), ἀνιόντων ὑπόντων τῷ τελευτήσαντι καὶ ἀδελφῶν γνησίων καὶ παίδων 
ἀδελφοῦ. 
This formula is interesting mainly for two reasons. First, its roots are found in the ancient Greek 
inheritance laws attested by Demosth. 46.24 (παίδων ὄντων γνησίων … γνησίων ὄντων υἱέων) 
and by Aristoph. Av. 1660-6, where Pisthetaerus quotes a “Solonian law” that excludes illegit-
imate sons from inheritance “if there are legitimate sons” (παίδων ὄντων γνησίων). It is thus 
possible to trace the evolution and reshaping of this formula from the Ancient Greek to the Byz-
antine era. Second, the presence of the formula in Byzantine laws could fruitfully demonstrate 
the authenticity of ll. 1660-6 of the Birds, which some scholars consider spurious.

Valeria Melis was awarded a PhD in Classic and Modern Cultures from the University of Turin, 
after defending her doctoral thesis “Traces of sophistic and legal debates in the Orestes of Euripi-
des”. She is currently carrying out her research and didactic activity at the University of Cagliari on 
ancient Greek tragic and comic theatre and its intersections with ancient Greek laws, on ancient 
Greek Rhetoric and on the theories of language of the presocratic philosophers. She is tutor in 
Ancient Greek Literature and Language, in Academic Writing and in History of Greek and Roman 
Theatre at the University of Cagliari. She is author of a number of contributions published in na-
tional and international double blind peer-reviewed journals and in conference proceedings and 
has been an invited speaker at both national and international conferences and workshops. She 
has organised international conferences and is editor of the proceedings of two of these.

The Taktika of Leo VI (886–912), a military treatise ascribed to the emperor’s hand, was compiled 
at the beginning of the tenth century; a period of dramatic transformation in the geopolitical 
world surrounding Byzantium and in the empire’s military fortunes. The compilation of late an-
tique and Roman sources in the Taktika – principally the Strategikon of Maurice (582–602), but 
also the treatises of Onasander, Aelian and Polyaenus – has traditionally been seen as merely 
gathering the raw materials for a didactic military handbook. This paper seeks to argue that 
the repurposing of these texts in fact served an important contemporary ideological function; 
through the selection, reordering and adaptation of ethnographic materials in particular, the 
Taktika represented an intriguing revival of Roman styles of imperial power and authority. 
The analysis will focus on the ethnographic section of the treatise, Constitution XVIII (“About the 
practices of various peoples and of the Romans in their Battle formations”). By examining the 
manuscript tradition and the chronology of the chapter’s production as well as the selection of 
source materials, their adaptation and presentation, this paper will offer a reassessment of its 
significance. It will be argued that, by reviving classical styles of ethnography and imperial geog-
raphy in Constitution XVIII, the non-campaigning emperor was able to redefine the boundaries of 
imperial power, impose order onto the oikoumene, and garner legitimacy through the enaction 
of a ceremonial military triumph in textual form. 

Tom Adamson-Green is a DPhil student in History at St Catherine’s College, Oxford. His work 
focuses on the relationship between imperial ideology and representations of knowledge in Byz-
antine encyclopaedic works of the tenth century.

From barbarians to conquerors of the Oikoumene, the Arabs were the new era. The contemporary 
coalescence fused into rich reinvention of culture. This paper will attempt to explore the legacy of 
Byzantine kuttāb (sing. kātib) (meaning writer) after the conquest of Alexandria. The Arabs had little 
or no secretarial experience and relied heavily on the expertise of pre-existing Christian bureaucrats. 
The primary sources available will demonstrate contemporary attitudes toward the relatively acqui-
escent replacement of the Byzantines by the Arabs. The tenth century Melkite patriarch of Alexan-
dria, Eutychius, and the ninth century Persian Arab historian, al-Balādhurī both wrote in Arabic. I will 
use excerpts from their work to demonstrate the contemporary attitudes of the conquered and the 
conquerors. The legacy of Persian kuttāb tends to be the dominant feature when examining lasting 
bureaucratic legacies, however this paper will present Byzantine state administration as the found-
ers of Islamic administrative structure. The political and religious battle of declaring non-believers 
as enemies but relying on their expertise would continue to transcend time and borders. Byzantine 
legacy continued to be prevalent and remnants remained in later court culture as administrative 
services remained anachronistic.  The early Muslims shared monotheistic beliefs and borders with 
the Byzantines, it is for this reason that cultural exchange was rich and amongst the most influential. 
Sources from this period can be spurious, hostile, but also insightful. Nevertheless, they provide an 
insight into seventh century cross-regional exchange and lasting legacies in art, science, literature 
and language and for the purpose of this project, managing state affairs.

Aliya Ali is a first-year PhD student at the University of Exeter. Her work focuses on ‘Abbāsid  scribes/
secretaries (kuttāb). She intends to draw her sources from Ibn Khallikan’s biographical dictionary.

Ordering Empire – Classical Ethnography and Imperial Power in the Taktika of Leo VI 
Thomas Adamson-Green (St. Catherine’s College, Oxford)

Majority in Number, Minority in Status, the Legacy of Byzantium in Islamic State                                      
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