
Research Associate: Impact of the Ancient City ERC Project (Eastern Mediterranean) 
 
Vacancy Reference: GE09649 
 
Limit of Tenure: 4 years from 01 January 2017 (or as soon as possible thereafter) 
 
Applications are sought for a Research Associate who will be one of four postdoctoral 
researchers on the ERC funded ‘Impact of the Ancient City’ project led by the Principal 
Investigator Professor Andrew Wallace-Hadrill. The project will re-examine the impact of the 
ancient, Greco-Roman city on subsequent urban history in Europe and the Islamic world, 
investigating both the urban fabric and urban ideals. Bringing together researchers trained 
in historical, archaeological and literary analysis, the project spans the entire Mediterranean 
region from Greco-Roman antiquity to the present day. The research team will investigate 
case histories in the western and the eastern Mediterranean, and pose a set of questions 
about how urban forms responded to changing social needs. A full description of the project 
is available at here. 
 

This Research Associate will examine the resilience of the urban fabric in the eastern 
Mediterranean, tracing the impact of ancient forms on subsequent Byzantine and Islamic 
configurations, with special attention to the different trajectories of particular cities. The 
successful candidate will select his or her own case studies that will range across the Eastern 
Mediterranean, excluding Greece and Constantinople/Istanbul, but including Turkey, 
Lebanon, Syria, Israel, Palestine and Egypt. 
 

The successful candidate is expected to work as part of a team based in Cambridge, 
discussing findings and problems with the other members of the project team. The 
successful candidate will be expected to spend up to three months in each of the first 
three years of research on fieldwork visits for the case studies, as well as taking part in 
regular meetings and seminars in Cambridge, and the three annual conferences. They 
will publish the results of their research within the publication programme of the project.  

To apply online for this vacancy, please click on the 'Apply' button below. This will route you 
to the University's Web Recruitment System, where you will need to register an account (if 
you have not already) and log in before completing the online application form. For further 
information about this post please click on the 'Further particulars' link below. Further 
particulars may also be obtained from www.classics.cam.ac.uk or from the Faculty 
Administrator, Faculty of Classics, Sidgwick Avenue, Cambridge CB3 9DA (tel: 01223 748439, 
e-mail: administrator@classics.cam.ac.uk). You will need to attach a CV, cover letter and list 
of publications to your application. Referees should be asked to write directly to the Faculty 
Administrator to reach the Faculty by the closing date. Once an offer of employment has 
been accepted, the successful candidate will be required to undergo a health assessment. 
Please quote reference GE09649 on your application and in any correspondence about this 
vacancy. 

The University values diversity and is committed to equality of opportunity.  The University 
has a responsibility to ensure that all employees are eligible to live and work in the UK. 

Closing date: Noon Monday 12th September 2016 

Planned interview date: mid October 2016 

http://www.classics.cam.ac.uk/
mailto:administrator@classics.cam.ac.uk
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Job title Research Associate, ‘Impact of the Ancient City’ project: The 
Eastern Mediterranean 

Grade Research Associate 

Salary range £28,695 - £37,394 (Starting salary will normally be at the first point 
on the scale.) 

Staff Group Researcher 

Department / Institution Faculty of Classics 

Role-specific information 

Further Information 

Role Summary 

The Research Associate will be one of four postdoctoral researchers on the ERC-funded ‘Impact of the Ancient 
City’ project led by the Principal Investigator Professor Andrew Wallace-Hadrill. The project will re-examine 
the impact of the ancient, Greco-Roman city on subsequent urban history in Europe and the Islamic world, 
investigating both the urban fabric and urban ideals. Bringing together researchers trained in historical, 
archaeological and literary analysis, the project spans the entire Mediterranean region from Greco-Roman 
antiquity to the present day. The research team will investigate case histories in the western and the eastern 
Mediterranean, and pose a set of questions about how urban forms responded to changing social needs. A full 
description of the project is available here. 

This Research Associate will examine the resilience of the urban fabric in the eastern Mediterranean, tracing 
the impact of ancient forms on subsequent Byzantine and Islamic configurations, with special attention to the 
different trajectories of particular cities. The successful candidate will select his or her own case studies that 
will range across the Eastern Mediterranean, excluding Greece and Constantinople/Istanbul, but including 
Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, Israel, Palestine and Egypt. 

The successful candidate is expected to work as part of a team based in Cambridge, discussing findings and 
problems with the other members of the project team, including the Principal Investigator, Professor 
Andrew Wallace-Hadrill, and the Senior Researcher, Dr Elizabeth Key Fowden, and drawing on the expertise 
of members of the Advisory Board, including Dr Amira Bennison and Professor Robin Cormack. The 
successful candidate will be expected to spend up to three months in each of the first three years of 
research on fieldwork visits for the case studies, as well as taking part in regular meetings and seminars in 
Cambridge, and the three annual conferences. They will publish the results of their research within the 
publication programme of the project. 
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Key Responsibilities 
 
 
 

 

Researching and writing academic publications 
 

80% 

 

Contributing to and assisting with the organisation of team events. 
 

10% 

 

Contributing to outreach activities 
 

10% 

 
Person Profile 

 

This section details the knowledge, skills and experience we require for the role. 
 

Education & qualifications The successful applicant will have a PhD submitted by the start date of 
the project. 

Specialist knowledge & 
skills 

 
Essential 

• Doctorate in Archaeology and/or History of the Islamic World, 
• Fluent knowledge of English 
• Good reading knowledge of Arabic or Ottoman Turkish 
• Working reading knowledge of French and German 

 
Desirable 

• Familiarity with the Greater Mediterranean region from the 
seventh century to the late Ottoman period 

Interpersonal & 
communication skills 

• Ability to work effectively within a small team 
• Ability to work in close collaboration with other researchers and 

across long chronological frame 
• Ability to participate actively in seminars and workshops 

Relevant experience Not applicable. 

Additional requirements Not applicable. 

 

Terms and Conditions 
 

 

Location 
 

Faculty of Classics, Cambridge 
 

Working pattern 
 

Flexible but you will be expected to be available for all research team activities, by 
prior arrangement. 

 

Hours of work 
 

There are no formal conditions relating to hours and times of work but you are 
expected to work such hours and days as are reasonably necessary for the proper 
performance of your duties. Your times of work should be agreed between you 
and your Principal Investigator. 
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Length of 
appointment 

 

This appointment is for four years and will begin on 01 January 2017 (or or as 
soon as possible thereafter) and conclude on 31 December 2020 (or four years 
after the starting date). 

 

Probation period 
 

6 months 
 

Annual leave 
 

Full time employees are entitled to annual paid leave of 6.6 weeks (or 33 days) pro 
rata, plus public holidays. 

 

Pension eligibility 
 

Universities Superannuation Scheme (USS)/ Cambridge University Assistants' 
Contributory Pension Scheme (CPS)/NOW:Pensions Scheme. 

 

Pension scheme details, including information about the legal requirement for the 
University automatically to enrol its eligible jobholders into a qualifying workplace 
pension scheme from 1 March 2013, is available at: 
http://www.pensions.admin.cam.ac.uk/. 

 

Retirement age 
 

The University does not operate a retirement age for assistant staff/research 
staff/unestablished academic staff/unestablished academic-related staff OR For 
established academic and academic-related staff, the University operates a 
retirement age which is at the end of the academical year in which the University 
officer reaches the age of 67. 

 
Screening Check Requirements 

 

We have a legal responsibility to ensure that you have the right to work in the UK before you can start 
working for us. If you do not have the right to work in the UK already, any offer of employment we make to 
you will be conditional upon you gaining it. If you need further information, you may find the Right to Work 
page within the ‘Applying for a job’ section of the University’s Job Opportunities pages helpful (please see 
http://www.jobs.cam.ac.uk/right/have/). 

 
 
 

Application Process 
 

To submit an application for this vacancy, please click on the link in the ‘Apply online’ section of the advert 
published on the University’s Job Opportunities pages. This will route you to the University’s Web 
Recruitment System, where you will need to register an account (if you have not already) and log in before 
completing the online application form. 

 
Please ensure that you upload your Curriculum Vitae (CV), covering letter and list of publications in the 
Upload section of the online application. If you upload any additional documents which have not been 
requested, we will not be able to consider these as part of your application. If you have any questions about 
this vacancy or the application process, please contact Nigel Thompson (administrator@classics.cam.ac.uk). 

 
Applicants are requested to ask two referees to write directly to the Faculty Administrator, Faculty of 
Classics, Sidgwick Avenue, Cambridge CB3 9DA by the closing date. References may be emailed to  
administrator@classics.cam.ac.uk. The Faculty will not contact referees for references. 

 
The closing date for applications is noon on Monday 12th September 2016. 

  

http://www.pensions.admin.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.jobs.cam.ac.uk/right/have/
file://servus/discs/3.%20Personnel/3B.%20Academic,%20Academic-Related%20and%20Research%20Staff/3B7.%20Appointments/3B7.1%20Ad%20hoc%20Appts%20Comm/2016/Impact%20of%20the%20Ancient%20City/Role%20descriptors/administrator@classics.cam.ac.uk
mailto:%20administrator@classics.cam.ac.uk.
mailto:%20administrator@classics.cam.ac.uk.
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General Information 
 

The University of Cambridge 
 

The University of Cambridge is one of the world’s oldest and most successful Universities, with an 
outstanding reputation for academic achievement and research. It was ranked first in the 2011 QS World 
University Rankings and its graduates have won more Nobel Prizes than any other university in the world. 
The University comprises more than 150 departments, faculties, schools and other institutions, plus a 
central administration and 31 independent and autonomous colleges. 

 

The University and the Colleges are linked in a complex historical relationship. The Colleges are self- 
governing, separate legal entities which appoint their own staff. They admit students, provide student 
accommodation and deliver small group teaching (supervisions). The University awards degrees and its 
faculties and departments provide lectures and seminars for students, determine the syllabi for teaching 
and conduct research. 

 

There is much more information about the University at  http://www.cam.ac.uk/univ/works/index.html 
which we hope you will find helpful. 

 
Faculty of Classics 

 
The Faculty of Classics, Cambridge is one of the largest and best-known centres for the study of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans in the world. In the 2014 Research Evaluation Framework exercise for British 
universities, Cambridge Classics was judged to have the greatest percentage of world-leading quality of any 
UK Classics department in each of three separate categories (outputs, impact, and environment). It has 
maintained a position at the top of the Guardian league table for UK Classics courses for the last five years. 
For more information, please visit  www.classics.cam.ac.uk. 

 
What the University can offer you 

 

One of our core values at the University of Cambridge is to recognise and reward our staff as our greatest 
asset. We realise that it's our people who have built our outstanding reputation and that we will only 
maintain our leading position in the academic world by continuing to attract and retain talented and 
motivated people. If you choose to come and work with us, you will find that we offer: 

 

• Excellent benefits – You will be eligible for a wide range of competitive benefits and services, including 
numerous discounts on shopping, health care, financial services and public transport. We also offer 
defined benefits pension schemes and tax-efficient bicycle, car lease and charity-giving schemes. 

 

We will help you balance your home and work life by providing you with generous annual leave 
entitlement and procedures for requesting a career break or flexible working arrangements if you need 
them. You will also have access to a range of well-being support services, including in-house 
Occupational Health and Counselling services. If you have childcare responsibilities, you may also 
benefit from the enhanced maternity/adoption pay, two nurseries and a holiday play scheme that we 
provide. 

 

We are keen to welcome new employees from other parts of the UK and other countries to Cambridge. If 
you will be relocating to Cambridge on a centrally funded appointment of two years or more, you may 
be eligible for our relocation expenses scheme. The University Accommodation Service 
(http://www.accommodation.cam.ac.uk/) will also be available to help you find suitable rented 
accommodation and to provide advice on renting arrangements and local facilities, if required. In 
addition, certain academic and academic-related appointments are eligible for the Shared Equity Scheme 
which offers financial assistance with the purchase of living accommodation. 

http://www.cam.ac.uk/univ/works/index.html
http://www.cam.ac.uk/univ/works/index.html
http://www.classics.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/accommodation/
http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/accommodation/
http://www.accommodation.cam.ac.uk/
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• A welcoming and inclusive environment - We will help you settle into your new role and working 
environment through a central University induction event, local induction activities and our online 
induction package. Where appropriate to your role, you will have a probation period to provide a 
supportive framework for reviewing your progress and discussing your training and development needs. 

 
If you are relocating to Cambridge, you and your family will be welcome to attend the Newcomers and 
Visiting Scholars Group, which provides an opportunity to find out more about Cambridge and meet 
other people new to the area. 

 
• Extensive development opportunities - The encouragement of career development for staff is one of 

the University's core values. We put this into practice through various services and initiatives, including: 
- A wide-range of training courses and online learning packages. 
- The Staff Review and Development (SRD) Scheme, which is designed to enhance work effectiveness 

and facilitate career development post-probation. 
- Leave for career and personal development, including long-term study leave for assistant staff and 

sabbatical leave for academic staff. 
- The CareerStart@Cam programme, which supports assistant staff roles without higher education 

qualifications to develop their skills, experience and qualifications. Assistant staff may also apply for 
financial assistance for study which results in a qualification. 

- Reduced staff fees for University of Cambridge graduate courses. 
- The opportunity to attend lectures and seminars held by University departments and institutions. 
- Policies and processes dedicated to the career development of researchers and the implementation 

of the principles of the Concordat, which have led to the University being recognised with an HR 
Excellence in Research Award by the European Commission. 

 

You can find further details of the benefits, services and opportunities we offer can be found in our 
CAMBens Employee Benefits web pages at http://www.hr.admin.cam.ac.uk/pay-benefits/cambens- 
employee-benefits. A range of information about living and working in Cambridge is also available to you 
within the University’s web pages at http://www.jobs.cam.ac.uk/ and http://www.hr.admin.cam.ac.uk/hr- 
staff/information-staff. 

 
Equality of Opportunity at the University 

 

We are committed to a proactive approach to equality, which includes supporting and encouraging all 
under-represented groups, promoting an inclusive culture and valuing diversity. We make selection 
decisions based on personal merit and an objective assessment against the criteria required for the post. 
We do not treat job applicants or members of staff less favourably than one another on the grounds of sex 
(including gender reassignment), marital or parental status, race, ethnic or national origin, colour, disability 
(including HIV status), sexual orientation, religion, age or socio-economic factors. 

 

We have various diversity networks to help us progress equality; these include the Women’s Staff Network, 
the Disabled Staff Network, the Black and Minority Ethnic Staff Network and the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Staff Network. In addition, we were ranked in the top 100 employers for lesbian, gay and 
bisexual (LGB) staff in Stonewall’s Workplace Equality Index 2013 and we hold an Athena SWAN silver 
award at organisation level for promoting women in Science, Technology, Engineering and Medicine. 

 

We are supportive of staff with caring responsibilities, such as through our flexible working, career break 
and returning carers schemes. We encourage individuals to include details of any breaks in employment 
due to caring responsibilities in applications for employment so that these can be taken into consideration 
in assessments made, where appropriate. 

http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/hr/staff/new/probation.html
http://www.training.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/hr/policy/appraisal/
http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/hr/staff/benefits/careers.html
http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/hr/jobs/careerstart/
http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/gradstud/fees/costs/stafffee.html
http://www.cam.ac.uk/staffstudents/seminars.html
http://www.hr.admin.cam.ac.uk/pay-benefits/cambens-employee-benefits
http://www.hr.admin.cam.ac.uk/pay-benefits/cambens-employee-benefits
http://www.hr.admin.cam.ac.uk/pay-benefits/cambens-employee-benefits
http://www.jobs.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.hr.admin.cam.ac.uk/hr-staff/information-staff
http://www.hr.admin.cam.ac.uk/hr-staff/information-staff
http://www.hr.admin.cam.ac.uk/hr-staff/information-staff


HR7 Further Information, Version 9, 31/10/14 Page 6 of 6  

Information if you have a Disability 
 

The University welcomes applications from individuals with disabilities and we are committed to ensuring 
fair treatment throughout the recruitment process. We will make adjustments to enable applicants to 
compete to the best of their ability wherever it is reasonable to do so, and, if successful, to assist them 
during their employment. Information for disabled applicants is available at 
http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/hr/staff/disabled/. 

 

We encourage you to declare any disability that you may have, and any reasonable adjustments that you 
may require, in the section provided for this purpose in the application form. This will enable us to 
accommodate your needs throughout the process as required. However, applicants and employees may 
declare a disability at any time. 

 

If you prefer to discuss any special arrangements connected with a disability, please contact, Nigel 
Thompson, who is responsible for recruitment to this position, on (0)1223 335193 or by email on 
administrator@classics.cam.ac.uk. Alternatively, you may contact the HR Business Manager responsible for 
the department you are applying to via  hrenquiries@admin.cam.ac.uk. 

http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/hr/staff/disabled/
mailto:administrator@classics.cam.ac.uk
mailto:hrenquiries@admin.cam.ac.uk
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ERC Advanced Grant 2015 
Research proposal 


Part B2: The scientific proposal  


Section a. State-of-the-art and objectives 


     A description of Zaira as it is today should contain all Zaira’s past. The city, however, does not tell its 
past, but contains it like the lines of a hand…              Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities, ‘Cities & Memory 3’ 


     In Maurilia, the traveller is invited to visit the city and, at the same time, to examine some old postcards 
that show it as it used to be…Beware of saying to them that sometimes different cities follow one another 
on the same site and under the same name, born and dying without knowing one another…  


Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities, ‘Cities & Memory 5’ 


Across Europe and the Mediterranean, hundreds of cities have their origins in Classical Antiquity. Cities 
were a core feature of the ancient Greek and Roman worlds, both an expression of deep values and the 
essential means of reproducing them. The ancient (i.e. Greco-Roman) city had a fundamental impact on the 
development of urbanism in the Mediterranean, in Europe, and even in the New World. This project 
addresses the question of what was the nature of that impact, whether ingrained ‘like the lines of a hand’ in 
their fabric, or remembered and displayed like old postcards. The traditional narrative identified that impact 
with the orthogonal planning of the grid city, but this will no longer withstand scrutiny. This project seeks to 
replace that narrative with one that stresses the diversity of impacts over time and place, in the Islamic as 
well as the European spheres. It looks for the impact at two levels: one, the physical reality of cities that have 
developed in the footprint of Greco-Roman cities, preserving, adapting and reformulating that footprint, ‘like 
the lines of a hand’; the second at the level of the ideals and images of the city which have offered models 
for subsequent reinterpretation. The two levels converge in the two greatest cities of antiquity which have 
not merely preserved their ancient lines, but have repeatedly drawn on the traces and myths of the past, their 
‘picture postcards’, to represent themselves. 


In the context of intense current interest in urbanization as a global phenomenon (Clark 2013), the 
Greco-Roman city may still be seen as having played a key role in the history of urbanism (Osborne and 
Wallace-Hadrill 2013).  An older model that saw the city as a Greek ‘invention’ has long since been 
discarded in the face of widespread archaeological evidence in Mesopotamia (McMahon 2013), China 
(Steinhardt 2013), India and elsewhere. Yet understanding of the long-term impact of the Greco-Roman city 
has been impeded and distorted by a narrative underpinned by an outmoded, and at its worst explicitly 
colonialist, set of values. As formulated a century ago by Haverfield (1913), and followed by a series of 
authors since (Castagnoli 1956, Ward-Perkins 1974), the distinctive contribution of the Greco-Roman city 
was its development of a rational system of grid planning. The grid, in contrast to the winding and formless 
streets of the opposed model, was elevated to a symbol and instantiation of civilization itself, ‘the marks 
which sunder even the simplest civilization from barbarism’ (Haverfield 1913, 14). Part and parcel of this 
narrative is the idea that the grid-city disintegrated and was abandoned in the middle ages, both in Europe 
and the Islamic world, which is seen to embrace a model of cities of winding streets and dead ends 
antithetical to the grid city. The European Renaissance is seen as the period of ‘rediscovery’ of the merits of 
orthogonal planning, partly through Vitruvius, leading to a new period of founding orthogonal cities, 
especially in the New World, starting with Spanish foundations in South America, to become the standard 
colonial model in North America, Australia and elsewhere. 


The research of recent years has progressively exposed the deep inadequacy of this account (Laurence 
2000, Kaiser 2011, Laurence et al. 2011, Alston 2012). The claim that the Greeks, through Hippodamus, 
invented the grid is refuted by the use of grid planning millennia before in Chinese cities (Steinhardt 2013). 
The importance of the grid to the ancients themselves must be questioned. Though it is undeniable that grid 
plans were frequently imposed, especially in Greek colonial settlements and in Roman foundations with a 
partially military function, there are major limits to the grid as a universal feature of the ancient city. Some 
of the most important cities of antiquity, including Athens, Rome and Constantinople, never made more than 
secondary use of orthogonal layouts. Significantly, when cities with initially orthogonal plans expanded, they 
frequently abandoned the grid layout (Ostia and Timgad). Finally, neither Aristotle, who was highly critical 
of the ‘Hippodamian’ fashion of planning, nor Vitruvius, whose principal concerns for city layout were for 
defence and salubrity, support orthogonal planning as more than one possible approach. 


The modern West has constructed itself as the successor to the Roman Empire. Particularly when the 
colonial west appropriates the Greco-Roman anti-oriental rhetoric to construct its own (false) image of the 
Orient, it is hard to disentangle the impact of antiquity from the construction of the western city in an 
imagined imitation of the Greco-Roman city. One prominent characterization of the western city, following a 
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Weberian ideal type, has been the emphasis on the city as protector of the freedom of the burgher.  There is 
an evident relationship with the freedom of the citizen of the Greco-Roman city, and yet the fact that the 
freedom of the burgher lies in contrast to the lack of freedom of the peasant sets the medieval western city 
apart from any Greco-Roman model, in which the citizen is equally free whether resident in town or country. 
Is there any real continuity or influence here, and to what extent did knowledge of antiquity inform such 
rhetoric, especially in the Italian cities of the early Renaissance?  At the same time, the narrative that sees the 
grid plan disintegrate in early medieval Europe, not to be revived until the Renaissance, fails to take into 
account the extensive series of earlier foundations with manifest use of the grid, in Italy, south west France 
and Wales in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries (Lilley 2009, Boerefijn 2010). 


The exaggerated importance attributed to the grid has been particularly damaging in understanding the 
transformations of the city in the Islamic world. Orientalists analysed the supposed ‘Islamic city’, which they 
characterized by the abandonment of straight, wide streets, and their substitution with an impenetrable 
warren of winding lanes, features which made the Islamic city in their view a ‘non-city’ typified by what was 
lost or missing (Raymond 1994). Colonialist prejudices in older accounts of the ‘Islamic city’ are now 
rightly rejected (Abu-Lugod 1987, Bennison 2007, Jayussi 2008, Liverani 2013). In particular, the thesis 
collapses because Islamic cities inherited several features of the Greco-Roman city, including the centrality 
of the suq as place of exchange, and the role of the hammam as a place of socialization. One of the principal 
aims of this project is to put the traditional label of the ‘Islamic city’ under the spotlight. It will not be 
assumed that there is a single model of ‘Islamic city’ or that the cities of the Islamic world, which often had 
significant non-Muslim populations of Christians and Jews, are determined by their religion. An Umayyad 
caliphal capital could be both a Christian and a Muslim pilgrimage site (Fowden 1999).  The essentializing 
typologies of cities as ‘Christian’ or ‘Islamic’ or indeed ‘Greco-Roman’ will be questioned throughout.  


Over the last generation, the relationship between Greek polis and Islamic madina has been substantially 
rethought. If one tendency over the centuries was the occupation of previously open and public space, like 
the agora or the broad colonnaded streets that led to it, by the crowded buildings of the suq market, Kennedy 
in a classic study was able to show that the shift had already set in under Byzantine rule. Recent research in 
Syria and Palestine gives further substance to this thesis (Kennedy 1985, Kennedy 2008, Avni 2014). Nor is 
it true that the Islamic cities in question were reduced to a maze of streets: it was the residential quarters that 
were maze-like and impenetrable, while there were still broader and straighter streets that provided overall 
access to central communal spaces like the mosque (Raymond 2008, Valérian 2013). The rigidly rectangular 
layout of Umayyad ‘Anjar with its colonnaded axial streets and regular blocks shows early Islamic cities of 
as high a degree of regularity as Aosta, in all likelihood in deliberate imitation of Roman forts (Hillenbrand 
1999, Genequand 2012). There is in a word no single pattern for the ‘Islamic city’, but a range of formal and 
informal planning as for the ancient city (Kennedy 2010). 


It is evident that the thesis that the most important contribution of antiquity to urbanism lay in 
orthogonal planning is past its sell-by date. But this leaves wide open the question of where, if anywhere, we 
should look for the impact of the Greco-Roman city. This is a challenge which requires on the one hand 
reassessing where the particularity of the ancient city lies, and on the other looking with fresh eyes at how 
this particularity may or may not have provided a template for, or have been modified by, subsequent urban 
history. Building on research by the applicant (Wallace-Hadrill 1994, 2008, 2013), Laurence (Laurence et al. 
2011) and others (e.g. Carver 1993), this project will start from the hypothesis that the structuring 
principles of ancient urbanism are those which also structure ancient society: the idea of citizenship, 
and of the city as the central and shared meeting point of all citizens, the firm distinction between public, in 
the sense of the common property of the citizen body, and the private in the sense of the property of the 
individual citizen, and hence the need to articulate both the distinction and the connection between private 
and public space (Liverani 2013).  


If this hypothesis is adopted, it follows that in order to assess the impact of the Greco-Roman city, it is 
not enough to look at urban planning and layout; one must also consider the ideals and social structures to 
which physical layout gave expression and which in turn it helped to propagate. Inescapably, ideals and 
social structures are every bit as fragile and subject to change as the physical structures of the city, and one 
might be tempted to conclude that with the end of antiquity, the entire package of urban layout structures, 
ideals and social structures simply disappeared. But this is evidently not the case. In some cases (though not 
all) the physical structures showed surprising tenacity, and not only in the survival of grid layouts. At the 
same time, Greek and Latin writings played a continuous role in the transmission of ideas, and the history of 
the ancient city as one of catastrophic loss has to be modified by a counterflow of continuous rediscovery, 
reinterpretation and revival.  


The aims of this project, then, are as follows: 
• To move beyond a linear vision of the impact of the Greco-Roman city as limited to morphology, 
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and instead examine the kaleidoscopic diversity of impacts over space and time. 
• To reintegrate discussion of the cities of the Islamic world with those of the European West, and 


explore the diversity of response to the Greco-Roman heritage. 
• To look at the urban development of Mediterranean cities in terms of response to and adaptation of 


their classical legacies. 
• To reassess the impact of religious change on city fabrics by a cross-cultural approach. 
• To reassess the impact of classical influences on the image and ideal of the city in both European 


and Islamic worlds. 
• To examine how changing perceptions of the classical past have impacted on adaptations of the 


cities which parade their classical pasts. 
 
Section b. Methodology 
In its nature this project is multidisciplinary, a collaboration between the ancient historian interrogating the 
Greco-Roman city, and specialists in the medieval and modern periods, in the Islamic world as well as the 
Christian west, involving at once the disciplines of archaeology, history, history of ideas and urban 
geography. It may be thought of as a methodological pincer movement: one arm, principally archaeological 
in its methods, will look at the physical realities of the ancient city in its transformations in later periods, the 
second arm, rooted in the history of ideas, will look at the reception of Greco-Roman ideas about urbanism 
and their impact on the planning, formation and modification of cities. A point of convergence between the 
two approaches is possible in two exceptionally rich and well-documented cases, Rome and 
Constantinople/Istanbul, where survival or rediscovery of elements of the cities of antiquity is complicated 
by the continuous urge to reshape the physical realities in the light of ideas of the past and the urge to project 
imagined continuities. 


There is no single theoretical approach that can underpin all elements of the project, yet one Ariadne’s 
thread that is worth exploring as a heuristic tool is resilience theory. Developed in environmental studies to 
account for adaptations and responses to changes in ecology, it has recently been seen as of particular 
relevance to the study of human responses to changing ecologies on the sort of timescale that only 
archaeology makes possible (Redman 2005). The essence of resilience theory is the model of an adaptive 
cycle between human societies and the ecology. Starting from the assumption that change is neither 
continuous and gradual, nor consistently chaotic, it looks at how cycles of adaptation may have both 
elements of flexibility and change, and elements of stability, drawing on the fixed capital accumulated in the 
past and social memory. This theory has been cautiously applied to archaeology (McAnany and Yoffee 
2010), and has been seen as a way of looking at cities in late Roman and early Islamic Syria (Walmsley 
2007, Alston 2010). Its strength is that continuity and change need no longer be seen as alternatives, since 
both have important roles to play in the adaptive cycle. The debate remains as lively as ever over whether we 
should see the late antique city as victim of a gradual decline, to be replaced by something fundamentally 
difficult, or as a transformation (thus Liebeschuetz 2001, Ward-Perkins 2005, Krause and Witschel 2006, 
Lavan 2009, Jacobs 2013, 675-8). But as remarkable as any decline of ancient urbanism is its persistence 
(Dey 2014). From the point of view of resilience theory, we can see ancient cities not as extinguished by the 
‘ecological catastrophe’ of the disintegration of the imperial system, but as deploying in different 
circumstances different adaptive strategies, with outcomes that range from collapse to resilience and 
transformation. The question then becomes which elements of the system of the ancient city prove resilient 
in different circumstances, and which elements of social memory, including of course the reading of ancient 
texts, are drawn on to what effect. From this perspective, rather than seeing the ‘Islamic city’ as a collapse 
into barbarism, one may observe how different elements of the ancient city are adapted. Thus the ‘Islamic 
city’ takes several features of the Greco-Roman city, including the centrality of the suq as place of exchange, 
and the role of the hammam as a place of socialization, but these differ significantly from the adaptive 
strategies more characteristic of the west. 


The effect of this approach is to replace an essentially linear narrative, that identifies the Greco-Roman 
city with one specific form (the grid layout) and with a concomitant set of ideals, which are first lost and 
then rediscovered, and put in its place a kaleidoscopic picture, that allows for the heritage of physical forms 
or the influence of classical ideals to be drawn on repeatedly in different ways at different places and times. 
It allows for a ‘lumpy’ trajectory sequence of periods of consolidation and periods of ecological trauma and 
adaptation. It allows for the fundamental role of social memory: the persistent knowledge of the power and 
glamour of Roman antiquity is drawn on in an infinite variety of ways in the processes of resilience, as cities 
present themselves as reincarnations of the imagined past. 


In practical terms, the project will be divided into three principal strands. The first is the investigation of 
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the physical transformations of ancient urban patterns. An initial step is to draw up a GIS database tracking 
the post-antique history of ancient cities in the Mediterranean. This apparently daunting challenge is 
rendered simple by the current ERC project, ‘An Empire of 2000 cities’, led by Profs De Ligt and Bintliff at 
Leiden. Already in an advanced state, this has established a database of 2000 or so ancient cities across the 
territories of the Roman Empire, quantifying the size and importance of each centre. The present project will 
focus on the Mediterranean area, as a deliberate strategy to achieve a shift in focus, from the traditional 
concentration on Europe, and the neglect of the Islamic world. With this as a starting point, and focusing on 
the Mediterranean, a preliminary survey, putting together existing bibliography, archaeological reports, maps 
and literary sources, will establish which centres disappear in late antiquity or subsequently, and which prove 
adaptive, and whether in so doing they diminish, retain or increase their importance. This is a first step in 
establishing which cities offer promising material for more detailed case studies, but it will also make it 
possible to see those case-study cities in the context of broader networks. The controversial argument of 
Horden and Purcell (2000, 90) that ‘the city’ is an unhelpful category because cities are only part of a 
spectrum of settlements may be adapted to a vision of cities as relatively significant nodes within networks, 
an approach developed for the Greek world by Malkin (2011). Individual cities respond to particular study, 
but never in isolation from the networks of broader systems of connectivity. 
 
Strand 1: survival and adaptation of ancient cities 
The survival or collapse of Greco-Roman cities has been studied intensively at individual and at regional 
level, especially in the area of late antiquity and the early middle ages (for recent surveys, Lavan 2001, Grig 
2013, and, respectively, Goodson et al. 2010), but there has been little attempt to study the phenomenon 
systematically across the area of the Roman Empire (Wickham 2005, focusing on the early middle ages, is a 
notable exception). In particular, as suggested above, there has been a failure to integrate discussion of the 
Islamic world into that of ‘Europe’, driven in part by a prejudice that the Islamic city is a sort of non-city.   


One important tendency to which Kennedy drew attention is that of eastern cities that were subsequently 
Islamicized to abandon the strict control of public spaces, for instance constructing shops in the place of 
broad colonnades (Kennedy 1985). Wickham has shown that this phenomenon is not limited to the east: a 
tendency to ‘demonumentalization’, to weakening the strict control of communal space (especially the 
central forum) is seen as part of the shift of power from the ‘curial’ class of local landowning notables 
(Wickham 2005). By examining the archaeological evidence for such patterns in a number of case studies 
spread across the Empire, it will be possible to understand in greater detail how the earlier pattern related to 
the later development of these cities. 


On the basis of such material it will be possible to offer more confident generalizations about the factors 
that underlay the success (in terms of subsequent continuity and growth) and failure of ancient cities: how 
this is affected by settlement size, location (e.g. port cities, river cities), and relationship to any surrounding 
urban network. In the light of these factors, it becomes possible to generalize about the impact of cultural 
factors, especially the contrasts between Islamic and Christian zones. There is a particular interest from this 
point of view in those cities with complex cultural histories, such as those cities of Iberia that flourish under 
both Muslim and Christian rule (e.g. Cordoba/Córdova), or which suffer under Muslim, but revive under 
Christian rule (e.g. Marida/Mérida) (cf. Kennedy 1996 and 1998), or the cities of the Byzantine Empire 
which flourish under Ottoman rule (Istanbul, Thessaloniki) but have divergent post-Ottoman histories. 


The choice of cities for case studies will be left to individual researchers, but must be determined by a 
number of parameters.  From the point of view of resilience theory, it is important to broaden the viewpoint 
from the transition from late antique to early medieval, which has been the main focus of recent work.  For 
this reason, the first parameter is the survival, in some form, of the city until the present. Archaeology has 
typically studied Greco-Roman cities from examples that did not survive, whether ending in antiquity 
(notably Pompeii, but numerous less famous examples like Fregellae) or later (Ostia, Ephesus, Palmyra etc). 
The distinctive focus of this project must be on cities rendered less legible as ancient cities by survival, and 
on the adaptive cycle over the longue durée. The second is a geographical restriction to the Mediterranean 
(in the sense of territories bordering on the Mediterranean). This means the exclusion of numerous cities of 
northern Europe, in Britain, Germany, the Danubian regions etc. The intention is to redress the balance from 
a ‘European’ to a Mediterranean-wide one which also embraces North Africa and the Middle East. A third 
parameter is that the archaeological exploration and documentation must be of sufficient quality to be able to 
establish patterns of change over time: this applies to cities which, despite intensive development in the post-
antique period, have exploited the possibilities of urban development to open sufficient windows into longer-
term development. A final parameter is that the case studies should cover cities at different levels within the 
urban hierarchy, from major interregional centres, through regional centres, to local centres. Of course, one 
of the features of the changing ecology is that cities may occupy very different positions within the urban 
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hierarchy over time: Roman Corduba becomes the most important centre of al-Andalus under Islamic rule, 
while Augusta Emerita dwindles from a provincial capital to a minor centre. This is where the changing 
positions of cities in changing networks becomes significant. 


To follow these stories for a large number of cities across the large expanse and geographical diversity 
of the Roman Empire would be a vast undertaking, and would risk losing sight of the key questions. It is 
proposed to be highly selective, dividing the work regionally between three researchers. Using the 
preliminary database as a starting point, and applying the parameters above, each will select the most 
promising case studies, and explore through existing published material. No new excavation is possible 
within this project, but site visits are important to gain an understanding of local topography, to follow any 
current excavations (particularly those left partially published), and to pursue locally available publications. 
In what follows, some examples of promising sites will be suggested, though this is no more than a 
preliminary investigation to establish feasibility. 


In all case studies, research will be structured around a common set of questions. It will not limit itself to 
an investigation of how the ancient street grid and its system of walls, gates, and access routes were 
preserved and transformed. The central open space of an ancient city is of critical importance for its value 
system, and the post-antique transformations of such areas are particularly revealing. Does the centre remain 
in the same location after antiquity, or does it shift? How does the relationship between public and private 
develop, and how are the boundaries policed? Do the spaces of commerce remain the same? How are 
neighbourhoods organized, and how do they articulate links between individual households and the broader 
city fabric? What happens to major public buildings, like theatres or baths? Finally, places of cult retain a 
key role in the urban fabric, but are particularly subject to religious conflict and change. How far are the old 
centres of cult transformed by religious conflict and change, while remaining in the old location?  
 Work package 1.1: Italy (3-year PhD project) 
The first work package will focus on Italy: at once the most densely urbanized area of the Mediterranean 
world, the one with the greatest degree of continuity of urban settlements, and the one subjected to the most 
intense study at local level (De Ligt 2012). It offers a wide choice of case studies at every level: from 
international hubs like Milan (Führer 2012), Genoa (Grossi Bianchi and Poleggi 1987), Naples (Arthur 2002) 
and Palermo (Nef 2013), through centres important at a regional level (from Bologna to Syracuse), to smaller 
local centres, such as Alba Pompeia/Alba in the north (Filippi 1997). Given the role Aosta (Augusta 
Praetoria) has been given from Haverfield onwards in creating the image of a Roman grid city modified over 
time, it would be worth critically reviewing the evidence here. In all these cases there is a wealth of local 
archaeology, supported by ample documentary evidence. The question of the transition from late antiquity to 
the early middle ages remains the focus of lively debate (Ward-Perkins 1984, Brogiolo and Gelichi 1998, 
Wickham 2005, 644-56 etc).  This is a project which can be undertaken by a doctoral student, under close 
supervision by the PI and colleagues in Cambridge (Launaro, Patterson); the British School at Rome offers 
exceptional bibliographic resources for the study of Italian cities through time, and the researcher should be 
based there for 3-6 months each year. The novelty will lie not in telling local histories, but in teasing out the 
overall pattern of conservation, adaptation and repurposing of the legacy of antiquity, not just in the late 
antique medieval transition, but over the longue durée. Even within Italy there are major contrasts regionally, 
between northern Italy with its strong links to central Europe, and the south, with major episodes of 
domination by Byzantium, the Arabs (in Sicily) and the Normans. The challenge is not to offer a single 
model of impact, but to bring out this diversity. 
 Work package 1.2: the western Mediterranean (4-year Postdoc Research Assistant 1) 
A second work package will focus on the western part of the Mediterranean, especially North Africa, Spain 
and southern France. This reflects the deliberate shift of focus from northern Europe to the Mediterranean 
itself, and thus the zone with which the post-antique development is most complex, with the progressive 
divorce between a Christian northern Europe and an Islamic North Africa, with Andalusia as a contested 
frontier zone. This gives a particular significance to Spain (in general, Kennedy 1996, Keay 1998, 
Kulikowski 2004), where Corduba/Córdoba, Augusta Emerita/Mérida and Tarraco/Tarragona stand out as 
Roman provincial capitals which remain important in Islamic al-Andalus and after Christian conquest 
(Panzram 2002). All three have benefited from intensive archaeological study in recent years (for Tarragona, 
Solé and Munoz 2013, for Córdoba, Ventura et al. 1998, for Mérida, Corrales Álvarez 2015), which allows 
us to follow in detail transitions from antiquity to the Visigothic kingdom to the Islamic period and its 
Christian sequel. The high degree of continuity in Spain means there are numerous other potential case 
studies (Seville, Barcelona, Valencia, Zaragoza etc.) 


In southern France there is a pattern of continuities matching that of Italy. The port city of 
Massalia/Marseille breaks the standard late antique model by its long persistence (Loseby 2000); 
Arelate/Arles offers not only strong archaeological evidence but valuable testimony from contemporary 
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writers (Christie and Loseby 1996, Heijmans 2004); Lugdunum/Lyon is a case of a major provincial capital 
of the Roman Empire that becomes a major religious and regional centre after antiquity; it also benefits from 
a rich tradition of mapping from the fourteenth century on (Desbat 2005, Delfante and Pelletier 2006).  


North Africa offers a contrasting picture with numerous Roman cities diminishing under the Vandalic 
kingdom and being abandoned after the Arab conquest: yet Arab rule was heavily dependent on cities, many 
of them new foundations (Carver 1996, Leone 2007). Against this background, the ancient cities that have 
continuity gain a special interest. Notable among these are Tingis/Tangier, a Roman provincial capital 
(Mueden 2010) that is long contested between Islamic and European powers, up to and including its 
Portuguese colonial period (Elbl 2013); Iol Caesarea/Cherchel, where archaeology has been able to tell the 
story of the transformation of the Roman forum (Benseddik and Potter 1993, Potter 1995); and Oea/Tripoli 
(Mattingly 1995, 116-37). It would be revealing to treat Carthage and Tunis together. Extensive excavations, 
especially generated by the UNESCO project of the 1970s, have provided rich material for Carthage itself. 
Strictly, Carthage would be excluded as a case study by its failure of continuity; but the foundation of the 
new capital of Tunis over the immediately adjacent site of Thuni serves the same function as capital and port 
city, so that it would be valuable to study Carthage/Tunis as if a unity (Ennabli 1997).  


The challenge and interest of this work package lies in the strong contrast between the persistently 
‘European’ cities of southern France at one extreme, the enduringly Islamized cities of North Africa at the 
other, and Spain as a frontier zone in between. The aim will be to tease out the diversity of responses to the 
Roman past. 
 Work package 1.3: the eastern Mediterranean (4-year Postdoc Research Assistant 2) 
The third work package will look at the cities of the eastern Empire, from Greece through Asia and Syria to 
Egypt. This is the half of the Empire in which Islamic rule had the deepest impact in the post-Roman period, 
though the story is complicated by periods of Byzantine rule, of different lengths in different areas 
(Liebeschuetz 2001). Within Greece, Athens offers a case of a major cultural centre of classical antiquity, 
reinvented by the Romans as such, with Byzantine and then Ottoman evolutions followed by further 
reinvention in the modern period both as a national capital and as a museum site, leading to a virtual 
elimination of much of its Byzantine and Ottoman past (Kaldellis 2009, Fowden forthcoming). The most 
complex example of continuity is Thessaloniki, with its exceptionally rich post-antique history: especially in 
the Ottoman period, it illustrates the capacity of the Islamic city to envelop a diversity of populations, 
notably its large Jewish population, within distinct quarters and local administrations (Mazower 2004). In 
Turkey, rather than looking at Ephesus or Miletus, striking examples of continuity are Smyrna/Izmir (Zandi-
Sayek 2012) and Halicarnassus/Bodrum (Dally and Ratté 2011). In Lebanon, the historical depth of 
Berytus/Beirut has been enormously enhanced by recent excavations in the historic centre (Hall 2004, 
Boksmati 2009).  


Israel has enjoyed high quality investigation recently: again, it is not the abandoned Caesarea, but a city 
with continuity like Tiberias/Tabariyya that has an interesting story to tell (Avni 2014). Jerusalem is an 
outstanding example of a city that embodies an unusual awareness of the past about which its consecutive 
and co-existing heirs are in constant conversation. The Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif lies at the centre of a 
constantly reformulated city. Rebuilding but also re-enactment play their role in this on-going process. For 
example, the installation of the Umayyad caliph Mu’awiya at Jerusalem in 660/1 made use of spaces and 
rituals that brought together Christians, Jews and Muslims (Marsham 2009) and is just one manifestation of 
this conscious reformulation of an inheritance in which political, social and religious power were intertwined 
with architecture and urban space. 


Syria deserves special attention, though it may remain inaccessible at present. It was Sauvaget’s study of 
Damascus and Aleppo that established a model of transformation of Roman cities under Arab rule (Sauvaget 
1941); Aleppo still repays study (Neglia 2009). Elements of this model have been questioned, but the thesis 
that these Islamic cities emerge from transformation of their Byzantine predecessors remains fruitful 
(Walmsley 2007). Despite all difficulties, including lack of archaeological study, these (rather than the 
abandoned Palmyra) remain promising case studies. Finally, among the cities of Egypt (Alston 2002), 
Alexandria offers a complex example of adaptation and of the persistent influence of past memories (Haas 
1997, McKenzie 2010). Recent decades have brought vigorous archaeological activity, especially in the port 
area. What is missing is an attempt to relate these results to the longer term history of a city that remained 
highly conscious of its importance in antiquity. 


These examples, to which many others could be added, merely illustrate the richness of the material in 
the eastern Mediterranean and its potential for exploration with a different set of questions, about the 
diversity of adaptation and impact of the ancient city, in mind. 
 
 







WALLACE-HADRILL Part B2         ImpAncCit 
 


 7 


Strand 2: the influence of antiquity on urban ideals and discourse 
The second major strand of the project is to re-examine writings about cities in the post-antique period and 
the projections of ideals of the ancient city, often owing more to imagination than to evidence. Particularly 
important, in line with resilience theory, is the impact of social memory. Divergent historical paths in the 
eastern and western regions of the Empire naturally spawned different ways of incorporating the past: 
sensitivity to these different ideals and discourses lies at the heart of our investigation. Knowledge of 
antiquity survived both in monuments and writings, and these were constantly drawn on, in ‘restorations’, 
imitations of supposed ancient patterns, revivals, and in modern times through ‘musealization’ and provision 
of fodder for tourism.  
 Work package 2.1: urban ideals in the European Mediterranean (4-year Postdoc RA 3) 
The debunking of old, ideologically driven misperceptions about the influence of the orthogonal ancient city 
on medieval, Renaissance and modern urban development (Boerefijn 2010) means that a radical re-
examination of the western literature is needed. There is ample material for a reassessment of medieval 
urban thinking and its relationship to classical sources (Finotto 1992, Lilley 2009). On the one hand there is 
the theological tradition starting from Augustine’s De Civitate Dei, with its radical questioning both of the 
fragile fabric of the physical city (after the trauma of the sack of Rome) and of the social structures that made 
the classical city, and its substitution with a civitas, in the sense of society, based on faith, the Heavenly 
Jerusalem. Isidore of Seville in his Etymologiae (15.2) draws on classical definitions to distinguish civitas as 
society from urbs as built reality. In the eighth century, Hrabanus Maurus at the Carolingian court draws 
heavily on Isidore to define the city and its spaces. This tradition stretches to later medieval political treatises 
de regimine principum, most notably the incomplete work of Thomas Aquinas, supplemented by Ptolemy of 
Lucca, drawing on Aristotle, Vitruvius and Vegetius (Skinner 2002, 10-38). Then there is the rich tradition 
of laudes urbium, panegyrical descriptions of cities, like Lodi (1250s), or Bonsevin della Riva on Milan 
(1288). There is a series of city charters and regulations, issued especially by the cities of northern Italy, 
which in regulating the streets draw on classical separation of public and private space. Alongside these are 
the juristic texts, like that of Bartolus of Sassoferrato, which draw heavily on the Justinianic Digest for 
definitions of the civitas as depending on free cives, a fundamental feature of the classical city which is 
transformed into an unclassical distinction between city and country (Kirschner 1973). Finally, it is worth 
examining visual representations of the city, from manuscript illuminations of the Heavenly Jerusalem to 
Lorenzetti’s extended images of ‘Buon Governo’, the city (of Siena) and its countryside achieving the 
potential of the urban ideal only through good governance, defined by the virtues of classical philosophy 
(Frugoni 1991, Skinner 2002, 39-117). Two outstanding themes to pursue are that of the role of the citizen 
(civis) in defining the city, and the transformation of the idea of the platea, from the broad street of the 
Vitruvian city to the open public space (piazza, plaza) enjoined by city charters and policed by regulations, 
and lauded by the encomia, like the twelfth-century praises of Chester, the plateae of which form a heavenly 
cross in the centre of the city (Boerefijn 2010, 328).  


Equally we need to return to Renaissance architects like Alberti and Filarete, and look at the ways in 
which classical authors like Vitruvius are reinterpreted (Filarete’s Sforzinda, far from being orthogonal, 
interprets Vitruvius’ octagonal wind-rose as a layout for the city). The idea that Alberti rediscovered 
Vitruvius, already known to Thomas Aquinas, will not stand. Nor is it true that Alberti, the humanist pioneer 
of Renaissance thinking about the city, is the champion of orthogonal planning. Paradoxically, though 
Alberti’s De re aedificatoria is deeply concerned with the city, he never discusses how exactly to lay a city 
out, perhaps because more concerned with the improvement of existing cities than the foundation of new 
ones (Pearson 2011). Surprisingly enough, in his one brief discussion of street patterns (book IV, ch.5), 
Alberti recommends strongly against straight streets, except for reasons of embellishment, and advocates a 
maze of crooked streets in order to enhance defence against invading enemies. If, then, orthogonal planning, 
long since implicit in the medieval ideal city, is not the novelty that humanism derives from classical texts, 
what is? Perhaps the answer is to be found in a model of civilitas, human society that is no longer defined by 
faith. The enquiry could be carried into the modern period of colonial powers, but this is ground already 
covered by the Royal Holloway, University of London project (Alston et al.) on ‘Classical Paradigms and the 
Making of the Modern City’, with which this project will maintain close dialogue. 
 Work package 2.2: urban ideals in the Islamic world (4-year Postdoc Research Assistant 4) 
Because the study of the ‘Islamic city’ has a contested, colonial past and because both medieval Arabic and 
early Ottoman writers as well as modern Islamic historians show relatively limited direct engagement with 
literary or physical traces of the Greco-Roman city, a leading question must be: did the inhabitants of the 
‘Islamic city’ turn their backs on the past? Posed thus, the question highlights a shift not only in Arabic and 
Ottoman discourses about cities but also a fault line in modern scholarship, in which many students of the 
Islamic city make only a backward glance towards the Greco-Roman and Byzantine city before passing onto 
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the Islamic phase, as if it developed in a vacuum (Fowden 2016). Part of the challenge will be to cross 
disciplinary barriers and focus on how the Islamic urban imaginary grew in part from the Byzantine, and 
how awareness of the Greco-Roman city was mediated by its Christian successor, nourished by accumulated 
monotheist re-readings of inherited urban spaces and buildings.  


There is a rich tradition of discussion of the hierarchy of cities in the Islamic world, notably in the tenth-
century writings of al-Muqaddasi (Wheatley 2001), but also histories of particular cities, such as twelfth-
century Ibn ‘Asakir on Damascus (Antrim 2006). Such hierarchies were determined by a complex mix of 
economic, political, social and religious monuments and merits (Khalek 2011). In the fourteenth century Ibn 
Khaldun’s prescriptions for the city, which he regards as fundamental to Islamic civilization, are in some 
ways reminiscent of Vitruvius, for instance on the choice of a healthy site for the city, but his awareness of 
the Roman period is almost totally lacking (he is naturally more aware of the Byzantine Empire), and if there 
is an echo of Vitruvius here, it must be very remote (Fromherz 2010). In the Islamic world, part of the 
process of inheriting the Greco-Roman and Byzantine city was the reformulation of pre-existing structures 
and the explanatory legends associated with them. The Ottoman traveller Evliya Çelebi is an outstanding 
example of combining autopsy with mythical interpretation in his descriptions of cities, and recent research 
has helped place his writing in the wider context of Ottoman geographical thought (Hagen 2000).  


In the Islamic world, part of the process of inheriting the ancient city was the reformulation of pre-
existing structures and the explanatory legends associated with them. While such reformulations are an 
integral part of our project, the impact of the Greco-Roman city may be discerned especially in the laws 
regulating Islamic cities (Hakim 2008). One of the most potent elements in shaping the Greco-Roman city, 
though almost entirely ignored by architectural historians, is the legal framework, an adaptive mechanism 
which in Islamic cites, as in their Greco-Roman predecessors, must be treated with sensitivity to local 
application rather than used to reach abstract generalizations (Abu-Lughod 1987). One thinks for example of 
the spectacular series of municipal charters that accompanied the Roman urbanization of Spain. One of the 
key functions of such legislation is to regulate the relationship between the public and the private sphere. 
Islamic law too distinguished the public and private spheres. Indeed, it is this distinction that underpins the 
feature of the Islamic city that has seemed most unclassical, the maze of cul-de-sacs in residential quarters. 
But the Islamic authorities were concerned with the public sphere at the heart of the city: residential quarters 
were regarded as the business of private families, and regulated at neighbourhood level. The pattern of cul-
de-sacs is part of the definition of a local neighbourhood, and acts to protect the privacy of the inhabitants, in 
clear contrast to the public areas. The stenopoi or vici of the classical city were by no means cul-de-sacs 
(though could easily be transformed into such as in medieval Genoa), but they were regarded as 
neighbourhoods under local management, and the relative narrowness of the streets served an analogous 
purpose in deterring through-traffic. Research will aim to understand where these practical and social needs 
intersected, how and when they were explained in religious terms, and to compare our findings with 
tendencies in the west. Comparison will be aided by the flowering of medieval Arabic descriptions of Rome 
and Constantinople which exhibit a penchant for reading meaning into the urban fabric by piling up 
mirabilia stories that lead back imaginatively to the classical city and its monuments (Casari 2011). 
 
Strand 3: ideals and survival, Rome and Constantinople/Istanbul 
The third major strand of the project will consist of two major case studies, on Rome and Constantinople/ 
Istanbul (for comparison of the two, Van Dam 2010, Grig and Kelly 2012). The aim of this strand is to pull 
the two previous strands together. Rome and Byzantium are too big and central to be mere case studies. They 
are themselves the central reference points. But they also represent highly complex histories of development, 
in which the physical footprint of great cities of the past combines with perceptions and ideals of past 
greatness to be revived and recreated.  
 Work package 3.1: Rome (PI) 
In the case of Rome, this interaction is notoriously complex. On the one hand, both the visible monuments 
and the invisible footprint of the street plan of the ancient city remain fundamental determinants of its future 
development; on the other, Rome is a city that has always lived on revivals and restorations of imagined 
ideals of its own past, from Augustus’ ‘restoration’ of the Republic and construction of a new urban image 
based on a supposed revival of traditional values, through the ‘restitutiones’ of late antique Rome, to the 
efforts of humanist popes to recreate the lost glories of classical Rome, paving the way to revivalist 
interventions by Napoleon, the Risorgimento and, most conspicuously and explicitly, a Mussolini leaning 
heavily on classical archaeologists. The research on these two aspects bifurcates, with little common ground.  


On the one hand, there have been enormous advances over the last generation in the understanding of 
the urban topography of Rome, with the magisterial series of volumes by Coarelli (most recently Coarelli 
2014), the major excavation programme of Carandini, and digital mapping projects, most recently the 
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ambitious remapping of the archaeological evidence for the city as a whole in the Atlante di Roma of 
Carandini and his team (Carandini 2012). At the same time, there have been numerous small-scale local 
interventions arising from constant episodes of modern development, which cumulatively demonstrate the 
close correspondence between the ancient and modern road networks. Finally, there has been slow but 
important progress on interpreting the fragmentary marble plan of the city, now conveniently digitized by 
Stanford University. All of these advances put us in a strong position to understand the urban fabric of 
ancient Rome in sometimes remarkable detail. 


On the other hand, there has been considerable progress in understanding how later generations 
repurposed and reinterpreted this antique legacy. Rome if anywhere is a city which drew constantly on social 
memory (Diefenbach 2007, Bolgia et al. 2011). It is the prime example of a ‘museum city’ (Meier 2009). 
Excavations at the Crypta Balbi have become the locus classicus for the medieval transformations of a 
Roman monument (Arena et al. 2001), while new excavations in the imperial Fora have given a detailed 
picture of the uses of the old monumental centre in the early middle ages (e.g. Meneghini and Santangeli 
Valenzani 2007). The complex and often contradictory attitudes of the humanist popes to standing remains, 
at once imposing ideals of conservation, and shamelessly stripping antiquities to create new monuments, 
have been exposed (Karmon 2011). The (partial) progressive transformation of the street network by 
Renaissance popes has been studied by a series of urbanists (Çelik et al. 1994). Napoleon’s relationship with 
the archaeologist, Cardinal Fea, has been explored (Ridley 1992) as has Mussolini’s with the archaeologists 
of the 1930s (Painter 2005).  It is striking how often from Julius II to Mussolini urban interventions have 
consisted in the creation of processional routes, imagined recreations of Roman triumphal processions. 
Classical archaeologists have become sensitive to the profound impact of political interests on archaeological 
activity (Manacorda and Tamassia 1985). 


What is missing, and in the context of this project possible, is a synthesis which brings together the 
topographical and archaeological study of antiquity with the study of the reception of antiquity in later 
periods, exploring how archaeology has contributed to and, reciprocally, been led by changing perceptions of 
the relevance of antiquity to the present. Rome, perhaps more than any other city, is a place of continuous 
dialogue with the past, or rather between a plurality of presents with a plurality of pasts, physical and 
imagined, in stone and in idea. Every church with a cupola is a Pantheon, every palazzo a miniature imperial 
Palatium. Every excavation is not only an attempt to recapture the lost voices of the past, but an imposition, 
in a specific political context, of an image of the past. The challenge of this work package is to bring the two 
sides together; to avoid becoming bogged down in the minutiae of topography or the political complexities 
of any one period, and to tease out this dialogue as an ongoing process. 
 Work package 3.2: Constantinople/Istanbul (Senior Researcher, Dr Elizabeth Key Fowden) 
Byzantium represents a different challenge. Modern Istanbul is easily the largest of the former cities of the 
Roman Empire, and attracts much discussion of the challenges of its urbanism (e.g. Çelik 1986, Gül 2009). 
Here there is at once great continuity and deep discontinuity.  The rupture with the Byzantine past has meant 
that it has not enjoyed the same level of obsessive archaeological attention as Rome: a recent survey shows 
the archaeological knowledge to be fragmentary (Dark and Özgümüș 2013). The sense of alienation and 
otherness that has affected perceptions of the Islamic city has perversely cut Istanbul out of the story of the 
European city. Yet it offers perhaps the best test case not only of how the physical structure of a city can 
impact on and be impacted by a profound cultural change, but also of how the perceptions and ideals of the 
Roman city feed the repeated recreation of urban form. 


Constantine’s ‘New Rome’ was a conscious exercise in the reproduction and transformation of an urban 
ideal based on Rome itself (Freely and Çakmak 2002), ‘more than simply a museum of confiscated art…a 
repository of pilfered narratives’ (Van Dam 2010, 57). From Constantine until the Ottoman conquest, 
Constantinople was a museum of recycled antiquities (Bassett 2004). Constantine’s city owed little to the 
classical Greek city that preceded it and had occupied only the tip of the peninsula, its acropolis now beneath 
Topkapı palace. Instead, Constantine and his successors went out of their way to reproduce the structure of 
Rome in a quite different geographical context. The New Rome too had seven hills, and was divided into 14 
regions. The fifth-century Notitia Urbis Constantinopolitanae written under Theodosius (Matthews 2012) 
makes explicit the parallelism in administration: each region has its curator, and is subdivided into vici under 
their vicomagistri; each has its facilities, baths and bakeries, and its count of private houses. The 
monumental core of the city carefully mirrored Rome, with a palace flanking the hippodrome, a string of 
fora, two senate houses, baths supplied by aqueducts, and even a Capitolium, though not in the form of a 
pagan temple. The major modification of Old Rome is the replacement of pagan temples by Christian 
churches, with Hagia Sophia at the ceremonial heart of the city. In its Justinianic form, the debt to the 
Pantheon, via the Rotunda of the imperial palace at Thessaloniki, marks the continued engagement with the 
pagan monumental past.  Columns and obelisks punctuate the cityscape as in Rome: the earliest fifteenth-
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century maps of Constantinople by Cristoforo Buondelmonti represented the city as a cluster of domes and 
columns within the walls. The one feature we do not find in this exercise of creating an ideal city is an 
orthogonal grid: attempts to hypothesise some sort of grid are incompatible with the archaeology (Dark 
2004). Instead we meet a central artery, the Mese, offering a processional route from the Golden Gate 
through the fora and past the principal monuments to the Milion, the counterpiece to Rome’s Golden 
Milestone. It can be seen as a Via Triumphalis, like that of Rome (Mango 2000). The tenth-century Book of 
Ceremonies shows the city imagined as a processional route passing key monuments (Berger 2001): this is a 
city imagined and represented not by a map, but as geographers have shown, by sequential experience 
(Lynch 1960). Here, in a triumphal route, rather than in the grids of minor provincial foundations, was the 
real legacy of Rome. 


If Constantinople represents the most conspicuous survival and continuity of a Roman city, the Ottoman 
conquest of 1453 inescapably marks a rupture. Yet the most striking feature of early Ottoman Istanbul is not 
rejection but renewal and reinvigoration of the Byzantine legacy. Mehmet II, proclaiming himself the 
‘Kaysar-i Rûm’, ‘Caesar of the Romans’, drew attention to his desire to be the continuator as well as the 
Islamic transformer of the Roman Empire. Just as Byzantine Constantinople was a Rome recast in a 
Christian idiom, Mehmet’s Istanbul was a Rome recast in a Muslim tradition. Moreover, the new mosque 
complex, in its symmetrical design, seems to betray direct contact with contemporary Italy and the Vitruvian 
designs of Filarete (Kafescioğlu 2009). Vitruvian design from Filarete’s Sforzinda also seems to underline 
the polyhedral defensive citadel built inside the Golden Gate. The great processional route of the Mese, 
crosscut by the route down to the harbour of the Makros Embolos, remained the arterial routes of the 
Ottoman city as the Divanyolu and Unzuçarşı Caddesi. The organization of Constantinople into 14 regions 
was mirrored in Mehmet’s creation of 13 nahiyes, and vici were replaced as subunits by mahalles. The 
aqueducts were renewed, to supply no less than 26 new baths: as in Rome and Constantinople, in Ottoman 
Istanbul baths offer crucial spaces of socialization in a deliberately multicultural city with significant Greek, 
Jewish and Italian minorities. Again and again, Mehmet II seized the potential of making the culture of the 
conquered his own.  It was ‘a striking example of cultural confrontation in a frontier zone where the 
conquerors chose to define their self-identity in terms of the conquered, while simultaneously remaining 
meaningful to their own past’ (Necipoğlu 1992, 225). 


There are at the same time deep discontinuities. The abandonment and overbuilding of the fora may be 
partly explained by the degree to which they had already fallen into decay and abandonment in the later 
Byzantine period. But comparison with other Islamic cities suggests that the forum as open communal space 
no longer had a role. Its commercial function was amply substituted by the bedestan, the Grand Bazaar, at 
the crossing of the two arterial routes, while productive activity shifted to the new hans, formally reminiscent 
of Roman horrea. But perhaps the most important change for urban form was the change of the legal 
framework, from Roman law, which firmly maintained the importance of public space, to sharia law.  
Neighbourhoods were organized around religious complexes by the legal instrument of the vakıf, a 
permanent charitable foundation. Compared to the protection of public space offered by Roman government, 
sharia law was inclined to support the interests of private owners (Zandi-Sayek 2012, 77). Changing legal 
frameworks are fundamental to urban form. 


Recent attempts to rethink the Greco-Roman city belong explicitly to a post-colonial strand of thinking: 
the city begins to look less regimented and prescriptive, more diverse, fluid and changing. What this project 
can aspire to do is not to continue the glorification of a much distorted model of the ancient city, but in 
analysing the ways in which it has been continuously re-appropriated for over a millennium since antiquity, 
to free ourselves to look at antiquity in a new light. 
 
Risks, gains and feasibility 
Both the risk and the potential gains of this project lie in its ambitious scope, chronologically and 
geographically, and in its crossing of disciplinary boundaries. There has been no previous attempt to 
examine the impact of the Greco-Roman city on this scale, let alone one bridging the western European and 
Islamic worlds. Wickham’s Framing the Middle Ages is an important model in terms of geographical scope 
and methodologically in the use of case studies, but chronologically is restricted to late antiquity and the 
early middle ages. In order to demonstrate the feasibility of this project, the PI, who already has established 
expertise in Rome and Italy, has conducted extensive preliminary work in all proposed areas of the project 
over the past two years in order to test the feasibility of the proposal. He has also consulted widely with 
specialists in these areas. Following those discussions, it is envisaged that research will be overseen not only 
by the PI, who as former Director of the British School at Rome has long experience of interdisciplinary 
work, and of managing multidisciplinary projects, but also advised by a specialist team, based in Cambridge, 
with links to Oxford, Kent, Leiden, Rome and Istanbul.  To counter the danger that the coherence of the 
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whole may be lost, there will be regular termly meetings at which all researchers in the project will be 
required to deliver progress papers. There will also be three annual conferences, at which not only the 
researchers and members of the Advisory Board, but other specialists will be invited to give papers: the first, 
in Cambridge, will pull together a wide range of researchers to address the ‘state-of-the-art’ of this set of 
questions; the second and third, in Rome and Istanbul respectively, will present the results of the research to 
a wider audience and draw into the debate further specialists.  


Cambridge offers an outstanding research environment for such cross-disciplinary work: in addition to 
the Faculties of Classics, Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, and History, support will be offered by the 
McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, and the Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences 
and Humanities (CRASSH), both of which have extensive experience of ERC-funded projects. The project 
crosses the boundaries between the disciplines of archaeology, ancient, medieval and modern history, history 
of ideas, art history and urban geography, and needs to draw on a wide range of expertise to ensure cross-
disciplinary exchange at the highest level. The invited experts, based half in Cambridge, half outside, 
represent the range of disciplines. The following have been consulted and have agreed to serve on the 
Advisory Board: 


Cambridge group: 
Dr Amira K. Bennison, Reader in Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, Cambridge 
Prof Cyprian Broodbank, Disney Professor of Archaeology, Cambridge 
Prof Garth Fowden, Sultan Qaboos Professor of Abrahamic Faiths, Cambridge 
Dr Alessandro Launaro, Lecturer in Roman Archaeology, Cambridge 
Prof Rosamond McKitterick, Professor of Medieval History, Cambridge 
Prof Martin Millett, Laurence Professor of Classical Archaeology, Cambridge 
Prof Robin Osborne, Professor of Ancient History, Cambridge 
Dr John Patterson, Senior Lecturer in Classics (Ancient History), Cambridge  
External group: 
Prof Robin Cormack, Emeritus Professor of Byzantine Art History, Courtauld Institute, London 
Prof Luuk De Ligt, Professor of Ancient History, Leiden 
Prof Cigdem Kafescioğlu, Professor of History, Boğaziçi University, Istanbul 
Prof Ray Laurence, Professor of Roman History and Archaeology, Kent 
Dr Keith Lilley, Reader in Historical Geography, Queen’s University, Belfast 
Dr Josephine Crawley Quinn, Lecturer in Ancient History, Oxford 
Prof Bryan Ward-Perkins, Professor of Late Antique History, Oxford 
Prof Chris Wickham, Chichele Professor of Medieval History, Oxford. 


The Advisory Board will meet once annually on the occasion of the annual conference, but will also be 
invited to participate in the termly workshops in Cambridge. 
 
Outputs 
The results of the project will be made available both in print and digitally online. From the outset the project 
will establish a website portal, stating the aims of the project and the participants. An early aim will be to put 
online the database of cities, including the bibliography, summary histories, and a selection of maps. Papers 
delivered to the conferences will be uploaded, initially for participants, and after revision for general access. 
As case studies are completed, results will be added to the database.  The work packages will generate a 
series of articles, and two monographs, one based on a selection of case studies (Strand 1), the other on the 
influence of Greco-Roman urban ideals (Strands 2 and 3). At the end of the project, the PI and Senior 
Researcher will pull together an overview volume, drawing on the outcomes of different work packages and 
conferences, in order to reassess the ancient city in the context of its subsequent impact. 
 
Summary of work plan 
The project envisages a team of six researchers, in addition to the PI, one at Senior Research level (SR), 4 at 
postdoctoral (PDRA) and one at PhD level, plus one research assistant (RA). The PI will oversee all work 
packages; members of the Advisory Board based in Cambridge will mentor specific areas. The distribution 
of work packages will be: 


WP 1.1: cities of Italy, PhD with background in Italian archaeology (3 years), supervised by PI. 
WP 1.2: cities of the western Mediterranean, postdoc with background in the archaeology of Spain 


or North Africa (4 years), mentored by Millett and Bennison 
WP 1.3: cities of the eastern Mediterranean, postdoc with background in Islamic archaeology (4 


years), mentored by Fowden, Bennison and Cormack 
WP 2.1: cities in medieval and early modern European thought, postdoc with background in 
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medieval/modern history (4 years), mentored by McKitterick and Lilley 
WP 2.2: cities in Islamic thought, postdoc with background in Islamic studies (4 years), mentored by 


Fowden and Bennison 
WP 3.1: Rome as a case study, PI 
WP 3.2: Istanbul as a case study, Senior Researcher (Dr Elizabeth Key Fowden) 


All researchers and RA to be appointed at start of year 1 (Oct 2016). First 6 months, compilation of literature 
review by all, compiling database and selecting cities for case studies. Months 7-36 (Apr 2017-Sept 2019) 
PI, SR, all PDRAs and PhD assemble case study material including site visits to case study cities, making 
presentations to termly workshops and annual conferences.  Conferences to be held at the end of each of the 
first 3 years (Sept 2017, Cambridge; Sept 2018, Rome; Sept 2019, Istanbul). Months 37-48 (Oct 2019-Sept 
2020) PDRAs complete writing up 2 monographs. Year 5 (Oct 2020-Sept 2021), RA prepares publications 
for press; PI and SR write final synthesis volume. 
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