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“O prince, desyre to be honourable, 

Cherish thy folk and hate extorcioun. 

Suffre nothing that may be reprevable 

To thyn estat don in thy regioun. 

Shew forth thy swerd of castigacioun, 

Dred God, do law, love trouthe and worthinesse 

And wed thy folk agein to stedfastnesse.”  

(Geoffrey Chaucer, “Lak of Stedfastnesse”) 

 

Call for Papers 
 

The Program in Medieval Studies at Princeton University invites submissions for its twenty-

second annual graduate conference in Princeton, New Jersey. 

 

Topic: Rulers, Kingship, and Legacies of Power 

 

Keynote Speaker: Jonathan Conant, Brown University 

 

How did one rule in the late antique and medieval world? From Charlemagne’s re-imagination of 

the Frankish world through Innocent III’s expansion of papal power, rulers have altered the 

administrative composition, the cultural output, and the social ideas of their polities, while their 

legacies have motivated, influenced, and disappointed the generations that followed.  



Meanwhile, thinkers from Thomas Aquinas to Christine de Pizan have sought to define royal 

authority, to advise their kings, and to navigate the boundaries between divine and mortal rule. 

 

We invite both proposals that examine medieval rulers and their legacies, and those that explore 

medieval ideas of rule. We welcome proposals from a variety of disciplines, time periods, 

geographies, source materials, and methodological approaches. Topics might include, but are not 

limited to: 

 

 The problems and methods of administration, and the afterlife of these methods 

 

 The definition, limitation, and expansion of medieval royal authority 

 

 The literature and politics of royal counsel, mirrors of princes, imitatio imperii, and 

histories written for the king’s use 

 

 Medieval theories of kingship, legitimacy, obedience, authority, and statehood 

 

 The experiences of rule, the daily burdens kings and queens faced, and the ways in which 

those around kings circumvented and undermined these tasks 

 

 Sacral kingship, the medieval life of biblical kings, and religious conceptions of rule 

 

 Depictions of rulers and political authority in visual art, and the use of visual media to 

consolidate or challenge legitimacy 

 

 Seizing and negotiating the transfer of rule in regencies, usurpations, and rebellions 

 

 The creation of new states, and the process of garnering support and recognition for new 

polities such as those in the Latin East during the Crusades 

 

 The social, economic, and cultural legacies of empire 

 

In order to support participation by speakers from outside the northeastern Unites States, we are 

offering limited subsidies to help offset the cost of travel to Princeton.  Financial assistance may 

not be available for every participant with funding priority going to those who have the farthest 

to travel.   Every speaker will have the option of staying with a resident graduate student as an 

alternative to paying for a hotel room.  

 

Interested graduate students should submit abstracts of no more than 500 words to Jonathan 

Martin, Elise Wang, and Merle Eisenberg (princetonmedievalgrad2015@gmail.com) by January 

31, 2015. 

  

All applicants will be notified by February 15, 2014. Presentations should be no longer than 20 

minutes. 


