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Dear colleagues, 
 
We invite you to participate in  
 

the first international conference 
 

Rus’ and Mount Athos: a Millennium of Spiritual and Cultural Ties 
 

to mark the 1000th anniversary of the monasticism of Ancient Rus’ on Athos and the 
220th anniversary of the repose of St Paisy Velichkovsky (�  28 November, 1794) 

28-29 November 2014 

Chernihiv, Ukraine 

The aim of the Rus’ and Mount Athos: a Millennium of Spiritual and Cultural Ties 
Conference is to act as a springboard for the sharing of experience, for systematic and varied 
discussion, and the study and propagation of the legacy, history and influence of Mount Athos 
on the spiritual growth, culture, philosophy, art and literature of the peoples of Eastern and 
South-Eastern Europe (Belarus, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, 
Romania, Russia, Serbia, and Ukraine), as well as on the Christian East. Also on the agenda will 
be the significance of the Holy Mountain and its legacy in the inter-cultural dialogue in these 
countries, and their interrelationship and contribution to the shared treasures of Mount Athos. 

The conference is dedicated to the millennium of Russian Athonite monasticism and 
to the 220th anniversary of the falling asleep of St Paisy Velichkovsky (☩ 28 November 
1794), the prominent Athonite ascetic, public figure and writer, who left an indelible imprint 
on the spiritual and cultural life of Ukraine, Greece, Russia, Romania and Moldova. 

At the conference here will be a presentation of the saint’s hitherto undiscovered letters, 
which have been unearthed in Ukrainian archives. 

 
Suggested topics for discussion at the conference: 

1. The influence of Mount Athos on the development of the spirituality, monasticism 
and culture of Rus’ 

2. The role of Mount Athos on the development of the monasteries of Rus’ and the 
links of these monasteries with the Holy Mountain 

3. The influence of the Athonite legacy on the culture and spirituality of the peoples 
of Eastern and South-Eastern Europe and of the Christian East 

4. Mount Athos and the cave monasteries of Eastern Europe: their history, 
archaeology and spiritual traditions 



5. Athonite hesychasm in the culture and spirituality of the peoples of Eastern and 
South-Eastern Europe 

6. The literary ties of Ukraine and the other countries of Eastern and South-Eastern 
Europe with Mount Athos.  

7. The Athonite Houses of Xilourgou, St Panteleimon Monastery, and the Prophet 
Elijah and St Andrew Sketes 

8. The Slav houses on Mount Athos and their relationship with the outside world 
9. The influence of Athonite monasticism on Ukraine and its legacy between the 14th 

and 20th centuries. 
10. The Athonite ascetics Ioann Vishensky, Iov Knyahynytskyi and Isaaky Boriskevich; 

their role in the spiritual and cultural renaissance of 17th century Ukraine 
11. St Paisy Velichkovsky’s ecclesiastical and cultural importance, and his legacy in 

Ukraine, Romania and Greece 
12. Athonite traditions in the architecture, iconography and applied arts 
13. The contribution of Slav Athonite scriptoria to the development of Slav book 

learning 
14. The dependencies of the Athonite houses in 19th and 20th century Odessa 
15. Athonite monks of the past: the neomartyrs who suffered for their faith during the 

atheist persecutions in the USSR 

Working languages: Ukrainian, Russian and English. 

Conference dates and address: 28–29 November 2014; T. H. Shevchenko Chernihiv 
National Pedagogical University, Hetmana Polubotka 53, Chernihiv.  

30 November: excursion to the historic sites and holy places of ancient Chernihiv 

It is envisaged that a compendium of the conference papers will be published. 
Those specialists who would like to participate in the conference but are not able to be 

present personally in Chernihiv, should contact the Organizing Committee in order it provides 
for them such participation and future publication of their papers. We hope that the 
participation in the conference will also be possible via the internet. 

 
Organising committee email address: afon@afonit.info (Sergei V. Shumilo, Director, 

International Ukrainian Athonite Legacy Institute) 
Coordinators:  
– for Ukraine and neighbouring countries: Svetlana M. Shumilo (Chernihiv, Ukraine), e-

mail: veraizhizn@mail.ru, tel.: (+38) 097-752-33-16, 097-429-94-08. 
– for other countries: Vera G. Tchentsova (Paris, France), e-mail: 

graougraou@hotmail.com, tel.: (+33) 687581987. 

Participants are asked to send in by 31 October 2014 the title of their papers and personal 
details (full name, academic qualifications, holy orders, place of work, home or mobile 
telephone number, email etc.). We ask speakers to send in their papers after the conference in 
Ukrainian, Russian or English by 20 January 2015. 

The conference organisers will cover accommodation costs for speakers, as the event is 
being sponsored by the local authorities. Unfortunately, we are not able to reimburse 
conference participants their travel expenses. 

With our best wishes, 

The Organising Committee 


