
                                                                      Dated: 10/04/2012 

JOB DESCRIPTION - DUMBARTON OAKS 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Position Title:  Assistant Curator, Byzantine Collection 

Supervisor:  Museum Director 

Department:  Museum 

Grade:  56 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary  
 

The Byzantine Collection of the Dumbarton Oaks Museum (www.doaks.org/museum/byzantine) 

ranks among the most important holdings of Byzantine art in the world and distinguished itself 

as one of the finest in the media of the so-called minor or portable arts. It includes small-scale works 

(objects made of precious materials, ivories, enamels, and illuminated manuscripts); large-scale works 

(such as mosaics from Antioch and relief sculpture from the late Roman to the Middle Byzantine 

periods); as well as more than two hundred textiles and comprehensive holdings of coins and seals. 

 

In addition to the permanent displays, the Museum has a successful program of temporary exhibitions, 

now in its fifth year. There are also major ongoing and future digitization and online publication projects 

pertaining to the seals, coins, textiles, and manuscript collections. 

 

The Assistant Curator will participate in the development, documentation, and management of the 

Byzantine collection; make recommendations regarding the display, care, and conservation of the 

collections; research, develop, and assist with implementation of special exhibitions; contribute to 

scholarly research and dissemination of information about the collection in print and digital media. 

 

Duties and Responsibilities 

 
 Undertakes original research leading to exhibitions and publications. Takes a leading role in 

enhancing the research and educational value of the collection. Contributes to dissemination of 

information about the collection (e.g. presentations, publications, exhibitions, ‘real’ and ‘online’ 

exhibitions). 

 Assists in preparation of collections catalogues online and in print. Undertakes research and 

writing; facilitates research by other scholars and visits to the museum by professors and students, 

including those from Harvard. The applicant is required to be actively engaged with the academic 

community. 

 Coordinates object conservation, analysis, and photography; selects visual and other materials for 

publication; participates in editing process. 

 Assists with generating temporary exhibitions, including conceptual and storyline development, 

selection of content, writing, layout and concept and initial design development. Assists with 

supervision of exhibit-related object conservation, photography, design, and exhibit installation.  

 Assists with collections management database and up-date of electronic records. 

 Monitors and updates permanent displays. 

 Participates in museum service and community outreach. 

 Assists in research of possible new acquisitions. 

 Supervises volunteers and interns working with the Byzantine collection. 

http://www.doaks.org/museum/byzantine
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 Performs related duties as required. 

 

Qualifications 
 

Ph.D. in art history, archaeology, with a focus on Byzantine Art History. Strong museum experience, 

including exhibit development, care and handling of collections is required. Excellent analytical and 

organizational skills; excellent written and oral communication skills. Excellent computer skills, 

including familiarity with digital publication, imaging software, databases, spread sheets, and other data 

storage and retrieval systems. Ability to work collegially in a team environment.  

 

To Apply 

This position is open until November 16, 2012. Eligible candidates should submit a cover letter detailing 

their research interests and projects; a curriculum vita; and a published/scholarly writing sample by 

clicking the link below. They should also arrange to have three confidential letters of recommendation 

sent on their behalf.  

 

https://jobs.brassring.com/1033/asp/tg/cim_jobdetail.asp?partnerID=25240&siteID=5341&AReq=2805
3BR 

 

Dumbarton Oaks is an Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE). 

 

 

 


