
Seliau yng Nghymru’r Oesoedd Canol
Seals in Medieval Wales

This conference seeks to explore the functions of 

seals in medieval Britain and Western Europe in 

the broadest possible context. Themes will include the 

use of seals in law and administration and the act 

of sealing, as well as questions relating to how, why 

and by whom seals were employed. A further 

important theme will be the manner in which 

seals relate to other sources: visual, material  

and documentary. Above all the conference will 

encourage debate amongst scholars operating 

from within different academic traditions. 

Seals and their Context in the Middle 

Ages emerges from the AHRC-funded 

Seals in Medieval Wales project and will 

coincide with the project’s exhibition  

at the National Library of Wales. 

C O N F E R E N C E

and their context  
in the Middle Ages

Seals
27th – 29th April 2012
Aberystwyth University

For further information see 
www.aber.ac.uk/en/history/research-projects/seals  

or email smwstaff@aber.ac.uk

Speakers include:

Adrian Ailes, Brigitte Bedos-Rezak, Paul Brand,

Paul Harvey, T. A. Heslop, Brian Kemp, Daniel Power, 

Markus Späth, Nicholas Vincent, David H. Williams



Seals and their Context in the Middle Ages 
 

Aberystwyth, 27-29 April 2012 
 
 

Provisional Conference Programme 
 
Friday 27 April [National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth] 
 
14.00 – 16.00   Registration (tea & coffee available) 
 
16.00 – 16.10   Welcome and Introduction  
 
16.10 – 16.50     Paul Harvey:   

'I am (or This is) a seal' 
 
16.50 – 17.10   Tea & coffee 
 
17.10-17.50    Sue Johns:    

‘Gender, lordship and social status’ 
 
17.50 - 18.30     David Williams:  

‘Seal matrices from Wales’ 
 
18.30 – 19.30   Reception and launch of the Seals in Context: Wales and the Marches  
                         exhibition (Hengwrt Gallery, National Library of Wales) 
 
 
Saturday 28 April [Aberystwyth University] 
 
9.30 – 10.10     John McEwan:  

‘Popularising the seal: religious houses and the spread 
of seal-ownership in the British Isles, c.1150-1250’ 

 
10.10 - 10.50     Brigitte Bedos-Rezak:   

‘Seals and Stars. Law, magic, and the economy of 
rulership (France, XIII-XIV centuries)’ 
 

10.50 – 11.20   Tea & coffee 
 
11.20 – 12.00     Paul Brand:    

‘Seals and the law in the thirteenth century’ 
 

12.00 - 12.40     John Cherry:  
'Iustitia, notaries and lawyers: the law and seals in late 
medieval Italy' 

 



12.40 – 14.00   Lunch 
 
14.00 – 14.40     Brian Kemp:    

‘Family identity: the seals of the Longespées’ 
 
14.40 - 15.20     Elizabeth New:   

‘Conformity and divergence: motifs on non-heraldic 
personal seals in medieval Britain’ 

 
15.20 – 15.50   Tea & coffee 
 
15.50-16.30  Markus Späth:   

‘Imaging the Glorious Past. The 13th-Century Seal of Ely 
Cathedral Priory and its artistic contexts’ 

 
16.30 - 17.10     T.A. Heslop and Matthew Sillence:  

‘Putting Seals on the Map: Francis Blomefield's Plan of 
the City of Norwich (1746) and the Constitution of Civic 
History’ 

 
19.00    Reception and Conference Dinner 
 
Sunday 29 April 
 
9.45 – 10.25     Nicholas Vincent:  

'Seals and sealing at the Angevin Court 1154-1189' 
 
10.25 – 11.05     Adrian Ailes:  

‘Governmental seals during the reign of Richard I’  
 
11.05 – 11.30   Tea & coffee 
 
11.30 – 12.10     Jörg Peltzer:  

‘Equestrian seals in the thirteenth century: England and 
the Empire’ 

 
12.10 – 12.50     Daniel Power:  

‘The declaration on the Norman Church (Rouen, 1205):  a  

study in Norman sigillography’ 
 
13.00    Lunch and depart 
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BOOKING FORM 
 

Please complete and return this form, together with the appropriate remittance, to Dr Elizabeth New, 

Department of History and Welsh History, Aberystwyth University, Hugh Owen Building, Penglais, 

Aberystwyth, Ceredigion, SY23 3DY, Wales, UK.   

Please send bookings to arrive no later than 30 March 2012. 

 

 

1.  Full registration and conference fee*  £100.00 

2.  Registration and conference fee* for the unwaged, retried or full-time students (proof of 

status may be required) 

 

£75.00 

 

 TOTAL £ 

  

* Includes all meals and refreshments except the evening meal on Friday 27 April.  

Please indicate any food allergies or special dietary requirements (e.g. vegetarian): 

  

 

 

Cheques, banker’s drafts or international money orders (all in £ sterling only) should be made payable to 

‘Aberystwyth University’.  Credit card payments can also be processed (with the exception of American 

Express). If paying by credit card, please send the following details: 
 

Name of Cardholder: 

Card Number: 

Expiry Date: 

Valid From Date or Issue Number (for Switch and Maestro): 

Last three digits from security strip (back of card): 

 

Bookings will be acknowledged by e-mail. A written receipt in the form of a letter can also be provided on 

request. 

 

NAME AND TITLE:  

 

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION:  

  

ADDRESS: 

   

   

   

   

   

E-MAIL:  

PHONE NUMBER:  

 

Institutional affiliations and e-mail addresses will be included on the Delegate List circulated at the 

Conference. Please advise when booking if you do not wish this information to be included. 
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Accommodation 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT ACCOMMODATION IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE CONFERENCE FEE 

 

The conference venues in Aberystwyth are the National Library of Wales and the Penglais 
campus of Aberystwyth University. Both are situated on Penglais Hill (A487), the main road 
into town from the north. Below is a list of accommodation situated in the centre of town or 
on the seafront; for those unfamiliar with British terminology, please note that some guest 
houses and B&Bs offer a very high standard of accommodation. Further information about 
accommodation in Aberystwyth and the surrounding area, along with special rates (often 
with considerable savings) can be found at www.booking.com, www.expedia.co.uk and 
similar sites. Please note that on this occasion accommodation is not available through the 
university.  
 
Queensbridge Hotel, Victoria Terrace, Aberystwyth, from £35 per night 
http://www.queensbridgehotel.com/  
 
Four Seasons Hotel, Portland Street, Aberystwyth, from £40 per night 
http://www.fourseasonshotel.biz/  
 
Bodalwyn Guest House, Queen's Avenue, Aberystwyth, from £42 per night 
http://www.bodalwyn.co.uk/  
  
Glengower Hotel, Victoria Terrace, Aberystwyth, from £42.50 per night 
http://www.glengower.co.uk/  
 
Belgrave Guest House, Marine Terrace, from £55 per night 
http://www.tybelgravehouse.co.uk/  
 
Richmond Hotel, Marine Terrace, Aberystwyth, from £55 per night 
http://www.richmondhotel.uk.com/  
 
Bellevue Royal Hotel, Marine Terrace, Aberystwyth, from £60 per night 
http://www.bellevueroyalhotel.co.uk/tariffs.htm  
 
Harry’s Hotel, North Parade, Aberystwyth, from £60 per night 
http://www.harrysaberystwyth.com/ 
 
Gwesty Cymru, Marine Terrace, Aberystwyth, from £65 per night 
http://www.gwestycymru.com/index.htm  
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