
xelnawerTa erovnuli centri
NatioNal  CeNtre of   MaNusCripts

 Summer School
“GeorGian Script”

5-15 septeMber, 2011

tbilisi, Georgia

General proGramme of the Summer School

Working program of Summer School “Georgian Script” comprises six training modules, two exhibitions, 
workshop and eight excursions. 

AcAdemic progrAm

module 1. georgian Script

Training courses of the first module foresees discussion about the following issues: Creation of the 
Georgian Script, development, stages of the script (Asomtavruli- majuscule, Nuskhuri- minuscule, 
Mkhedruli- military), Georgian calligraphy, Georgian  Epigraphy, alphabetical system of Georgian 
chronology.

module 2. georgian manuscript

This module foresees giving the cognitive information about old Georgian libraries, getting a notion 
about writing material and means of Georgian manuscript, miniature and decor and manuscript book 
cover. The course also comprises the following issues: Georgian Palimpsests, essential structure of 
manuscript book (colophons, ascribed documents, element of text kadikological analysis, structure), 
reviewing the history of Georgian secular and ecclesiastical literature, manuscript collection. Preserved 
in the National Centre of Manuscripts are: Up to 10 000 Georgian manuscript books( 5th-19th 
centuries) including 4570 palimpsest pages and up to 4000 foreign (Arabic, Turkish, Mongolian, 
Ethiopic, Armenian, Greek, French, German, Hebrew, etc. ) manuscripts.

module 3. georgian Historical documents.

The course analyzes types and structure of historical documents, constituent structural elements. 
Examined examples will be taken from the rich collection of the National Centre of Manuscripts, that 
includes 40 000 Georgian and 5 000 Foreign-language documents (10th -19th centuries). Attention 
will be focused on calligraphic peculiarity of the historical documents
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module 4. georgian printed book.

The course comprises information about old Georgian printed book as well as recent printed book. 
Listeners will get knowledge about creation and development of Georgian font. They will get a notion 
about modern Georgian font and use of the font in the computer system.  

module 5.  The National centre of manuscripts.

The module foresees introduction of the organizer of the Summer School - The National Centre of 
Manuscripts. The National Centre of Manuscripts will be presented as the unique institution which at 
the same time represents the biggest depository of the ancient samples of  Georgian script, library of 
old and recent  printed books  and important research centre of manuscript inheritance in Georgia. 
Listeners will be introduced to Georgian and Foreign-language manuscript collection, archival funds. 
Students will have a chance to inspect The Digitization Modern Laboratory, where taking the digital 
copies of manuscript is carried out.  They will also observe the work of specialists in The Restoration-
Conservation Laboratory. The sudents will be given an opportunity to participate practically in the 
restoration-conservation process within the workshop, in the simulation of restoring destructive leaf. 

module 6. practical writing.

The course comprises learning  the Georgian Mkhedruli script, writing, creating the illuminated 
Capital letters and ornament elements. 

culturAl-educAtioNAl progrAm

cycle of excursions:

•	 Excursion	 in	 old	 Tbilisi.	 Listeners	 will	 inspect	 the	 historical	 part	 of	 Tbilisi	 (church	 of	 Anchiskhati,	
Sioni, Abanotubani(district of baths), Mosque, Narikala, Metekhi) 

•	 Excursion	 in	 the	 National	 Museum.	 Listeners	 will	 have	 a	 chance	 to	 inspect	 the	 gold	 Fund

•	 Excursion	 in	 Bolnisi	 Sioni	 and	 Dmanisi.	 Listeners	 of	 the	 school	 will	 inspect	 Bolnisi	 sioni	 of	 5th	
c. and see one of the ancient epigraphic samples of Georgian script which reached our period. 
They will be introduced to the results of archaeological excavation in Dmanisi, according to which 
Dmanisi is recognized as the homeland of the first European. 

•	 Excursion	 of	 two-days	 in	 Gelati	 and	 Batumi.	 By	 visiting	 Gelati	 monastic	 complex,	 listeners	 will	 get	
a	 notion	 about	mediaeval	 library-educational	 hearths	 of	Georgia.	 Visit	 in	 Batumi	 foresees	 inspection	
of the modern part of the city and archaeological museum.

•	 Excursion	 in	 Illia	Chavchavadze	National	 Library	 of	Georgia	 that	 is	 the	 biggest	 depository	 of	 printed	
books and editions. Lecture “Georgian recent printed book” will be held within the excursion.



xelnawerTa erovnuli centri
NatioNal  CeNtre of   MaNusCripts

•	 Excursion	 in	 David	 Gareji	 monastic	 complex	 (in	 Laura	 of	 David	 Gareji).	 School	 listeners	 will	
be introduced to Georgian library hearths. They will have a chance to see epigraphic and fresco 
inscriptions. The Listeners will be given a possibility to discus and make a comparison between 
manuscript miniature and fresco painting. 

exhibitions:
1.	 Important	 copies	 of	 Georgian	 secular	 and	 ecclesiastical	 manuscript	 books	 of	 7th	 –	 17th	 centuries	

are represented on the exhibition in chronological sequence. 
 Exhibition program foresees showing the educational-cognitive computer program “Creation of 

the Manuscript”. The process of creating manuscript is represented by animations (processing the 
parchment, ruling, cutting, binding, writing, adorning).The program ends with interactive. Audience 
can summarize and assess their knowledge through this interactive.

2. The Exhibition “Georgian Calligraphy” will present the best works of modern Georgian calligraphers 
and finalists of the contest “Georgian Calligraphy” of 2011 years.

Workshop:
1. Simulation of restoring destructive leaf in the Conservation-Restoration Laboratory of The National 

Centre of Manuscripts.
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