
 

 

 

 

LETTER OF INVITATION TO THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 

«Byzantium and the Arab World: Encounter of Civilizations» 

Organized by Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 

Thessaloniki, Greece, 16-18 December 2011 

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, in cooperation with the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Tourism, organizes in 

Thessaloniki from 16 to 18 December 2011, an International Symposium under the title: 

«Byzantium and the Arab World: Encounter of Civilizations» 

 This event falls within the initiative “Cultural Crossroads” held by the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Tourism. The 

initiative aims at planning and organizing a series of events by the cultural and creative agents of Thessaloniki, 

strengthening thus the cultural profile of Thessaloniki and highlighting the city’s extrovert character. 

The Symposium will support the following thematic areas: 

1. History and Religion 

2. Arts and Sciences 

THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

1. Ioannis Mylopoulos Rector, Professor  School of Civil Engineering rector@auth.gr 

2. Aristotelis Mentzos Professor School of History and Archaeology mentzos@hist.auth.gr 

3. George Papakostas President & Professor School of Architecture gpapako@arch.auth.gr 

4. Apostolos Kralidis Assistant Professor School of Ecclesiastical and 

Social Theology 

akralid@past.auth.gr 

5. Hassan Badawy Assistant Professor School of History and 

Archaeology 

badawy@hist.auth.gr 

6. Andreas Goutzioukostas Assistant Professor School of History and 

Archaeology 

agkoutzi@hist.auth.gr 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT 

Ms. Maria Vlahou and  Ms. Elisavet Sergiadou symposium_byzarab@auth.gr 



 

 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE CONCEPT 

The Symposium aims at proposing a high academic standards convention of specialists through the submission of 

views, opinions and deliberations on issues related to the encounter between the Byzantine and the Arab world. Leading 

figures from academia and the broader intellectual world from Greece and abroad are invited to the Symposium. 

The contemporary tendency of the rapprochement among different cultures invites us to overcome stereotypes and 

prejudices, move toward recognizing the diversity of cultures and, ultimately, investigate their common points. 

Peoples, cultures and religions in the Mediterranean basin historically coexisted and functioned both competitively as 

well as complementary. The paradigm of Byzantine relations with the Arab world fits precisely in this context. The two 

cultures, despite their occasional confrontations, operated in a wide range of exchanges in the fields of material goods, 

art, scientific knowledge, ideas and institutions. 

The Symposium is, therefore, a further approach toward the mutual understanding amongst the peoples of the 

Mediterranean. 

 

 

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION 

1. The Organizing Committee issues an invitation to participation in the Symposium. 

2. Interested parties are invited to submit entry form (see attachment) by August 29, 2011 and a summary in English (up 

to 300 words). in .doc and .pdf format at: symposium_byzarab@auth.gr 

3. The final program of the Symposium will be announced by October 10, 2011. 

4. The Symposium will be held in Thessaloniki from 16 to 18 December 2011. 

5. The language of papers will be Greek, Arabic or English and their duration is set at 20 minutes maximum. The posters 

which will be presented in Greek or Arabic need to be accompanied by English translation. 

 


